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We live in an age of scientific investigation. The goal of the 
social scientist is simply to systematically and objectively observe the 
complex social relationships of mankind so as to be able to predict and 
control human resources. Thus, he must study the individual, groups, 
institutions, beliefs, attitudes, ideas, sentiments, opinions, etc. If 
we affim that a science of human behavior is possible, end endeavor to 
study group life systematically, then we must study all areas of human 
behavior. Therefore, no area of human behavior is exempted, privileged, 
or hidden fraa the probing search-light of scientific investigation. 
Sexual behavior, -then, is no exception. 
Here in America, we have tried to neglect sex by not discussing 
it and by almost denying its existence and/or its influence. Yet, we 
have made numerous dirty sex jokes, told smutty sex satiated anecdotes, 
and have scribbled and scratched on sidewalks, in lavatories, etc. var¬ 
ious phrases and oartoons depicting sexual activity. Modern advertising 
is padded with sexually appealing personalities, and sexually desirable 
places and scenes. Still, the majority of Americans are frighten,frus¬ 
trated, and ignorant about sex and sexual behavior. 
If this is true, one may simply ask, why do Americans fear sex 
and sexual behavior? This question assumes that there are causes for 
Americans to fear sex and sexual behavior. If this is true, then the 
social scientist refers one to a philosopher or a theologian. The study 
of causes is not -the province of the social scientist. The social 
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scientist is concerned with relationships, associations, uniformities, 
similarities, continuities, and correlations. Human behavior is logged 
under these categories, and is observed to be motivated by attitudes, 
beliefs, sentiments, ideas, ideals, and opinions. This means that I must 
either accept or confina or reject and deny the statement that Americans 
fear sex and sexual behavior. When I do this, I shall attempt to see what 
the sex attitudes and practices of Americans are. 
I shall not only attempt to discover the sex attitudes and practices 
of Americans, but I shall also attempt to discover the sex attitudes and 
practices of Pilaga, Truk, Siriono, and Trobriand Island cultures. Using 
these cultures I plan to find out their accepted and desirable, permitted 
and pardonable, and forbidden, tabooed and frowned upon sexual attitudes 
and practices. Then, I hope to see if pre-marital intercourse helps one 
to make a satisfactory marital sexual adjustment, to see if there is an 
exploitative element in love and sexual relations, and finally I plan to 
discuss the incidents and cultural correlates of promiscuity in these 
cultures. 
Ruth Benedict says: 
Modern society is still operating magically with most ofthe 
difficult problems that have to do with sex, that is, it does 
not recognize that there are adjustments and desirable ends in 
the field of sex which should be achieved apart from all dogmas 
of revealed religion or traditional morality... .1 
If this is true, then as members of a modern society we have a 
positive responsibility of sex education to the youth today. The reason 
is quite evident when we regard the following statements. 
■^Ruth Benedict, "Magic," Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, IX-X, 
p. 42., » VV- 
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She never received any sex information from her 
mother* not even having been instructed in regard to men¬ 
struation. She tried to drive suoh thoughts frcm her 
mind* as they fill her with ’a feeling of disgust.' 
’Dancing or any physical contact,' she finds stimulating; 
also ’physical strength in men.' She has practiced mas¬ 
turbation and admits intense feeling for other women* 
though for only one at a time. She has never indulged in 
sex intercourse. 'Spooning,' occasionally indulged in; has 
’lessened self-respect.' She writes that she has no sex 
problem. 
'Marriage seems to me a legal prostitution if both 
parties have intercourse but strive to prevent children.’* 
In answer to another question she states that her mother 
never gave her any sex education. 
I never went to my mother with sex questions. I was 
embarrassed and now see she was too. By listening any read¬ 
ing everything I came across * I gradually made up my mind on 
things. 
She learned of sex intercourse at nine or ten through 
hints from other children. In answer to the question, 'What 
was the nature of the information?' She replies* ’I can 
only remember it was contained in one terrible word that we 
were all immensely afraid of. ' 2 
Freud relates that; 
In order...to avoid any contradiction with established 
beliefs and aims* the sexual activity of children is over¬ 
looked—no small achievement, by the way—while science 
contents itself with otherwise explaining it away. The 
little child is supposed to be pure and innocent; he who says 
otherwise shall be condemned as a hardened blasphemer against 
humanity's tenderest and most sacred feelings.® 
Alfred Kinsey states: 
It is petting rather than the home* classroom or 
^•Katharine E. Davis* Factors in the Sex Life of Twenty-Two Hundred 
Women (New York, 1923), p. 364. 
^Ibid.* p. 366. 
Sigmund Freud, A General Introduction to Psychoanalysis (New York, 
1943), p. 274. 
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religious instruction, lectures or books, classes in biol¬ 
ogy, sociology, or philosophy, or actual coitus, that 
provides most females with their first real understanding 
of a heterosexual experience. They do not acquire such 
information from the general atmosphere of the homes in 
which they are raised, nor from specific instruction given 
by their mothers. On the contrary, the church, the home, 
and the sohool are the chief sources of the sexual inhibi¬ 
tions, the distate for all aspects of sex, the fears of 
the physical difficulties that may be involved in a sexual 
relationship, and the feelings of guilt whioh many females 
carry with them into their marriages. Our records provide 
numerous illustrations of the problem which many females 
and males face when they try to learn in their late teens or 
twenties «hat they are biologically best equipped to learn 
soon after the onset of adolescence. 
Perhaps, problems of sex, love, marriage and divorce arise between 
we ofttimes fail to realize, or fail to raise the deeper and more penetrat¬ 
ing problems underlying sex and love. In our culture, sex and romantic 
love tend to go together; romantic love, sex and marriage, and ofttimes 
divorce, all go together. Bengt Danielsson sayst 
By romantic love I mean of course the prevailing 
idea in the western world that a man and woman are pri¬ 
marily drawn to one another not by common interest, a 
similar outlook on life, physical advantages, mutual ad¬ 
miration and similar definable qualities, but by a myste¬ 
rious feeling, love, which exists alongside and independ¬ 
ently of all else. This love with a capital L is there¬ 
fore not the sum of all the characteristics which might 
be expected to exeroise mutual attraction and excite 
mutual admiration in the two lovers, but is a special 
force, an unknown X. Although ihe equation can never be 
solved and it is impossible to find out what this X is, 
this mysterious love is none the less considered to be 
indispensably necessary, indeed the actual basis and 
preliminary condition of a man and a woman spending their 
lives together. If, therefore, love should suddenly dis¬ 
appear, which it presumably can do as swiftly as it arises, 
all is lost. In other words, with us love has beoome a 
^•Alfred Xinsey et al. Sexual Behavior in the Human Female (Phila¬ 
delphia, 1953), p. 264. Hereafter in this thesis Female will refer to 
this work. 
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supernatural power on a par with the Holy Ghost, and even 
those who most strenuously deny the existence of the latter 
take the existence of the former as a matter of course. 
One of the deeper and more penetrating problems which is often 
latent in sex, love, and marriage is ihe exploitative element in love and/or 
sex! 
If we acknowledge that there are many kinds oflove , we might say 
that one -type of love exploits, or that there is an exploitative kind of 
love. Exploit means, "To utilize for one's own ends, treat selfishly as 
n 
mere workable material (person, etc.); to 'make capital out' of." (A New 
English Dictionary on Historical Principles. Ill, p. 439.) Therefore, using 
this definition oû exploit, exploitative love would be that type of love 
which utilizes the love objeot for its oan ends. Is there such a love? 
There is a love such as this; and Plato, through Soorates, describes 
this love quite vividly in the Phaedrus, when Soorates disoussed why 
"The non-lover should be accepted rather than the lover." Says Socrates, 
"Everyone sees that love is a desire, and we know also that non-lovers 
desire the beautiful and good." As for the lover: 
Ihe lover will be first to see utiat, indeed will be 
sufficiently evident to all men, that he desires above all 
things to deprive his beloved of his dearest and best and 
holiest possessions, father, mother, kindred, friends of all 
who he thinks may be hinderers or reprovers of their most 
sweet converse; he will even oast a jelous eye upon his gold 
and silver or other property, because they make a less easy prey, 
and when caught less manageable; hence he is of necessity 
displeased at his possessions of them and rejoices at their 
loss; and he would like him to be wifeless, childless, home¬ 
less, as well, and the longer the better, for the longer he is 
iBengt Danielson, Love In The South Seas (London, 1956), pp. 64-65. 
^"Exploit," A Hew English Dictionary On Historical Principles, 111, 439. 
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all this, the longer he -will enjoy him. 
Thus, the lover cramps, stifles and inhabits his beloved by excessive 
attention, and leech-like attachment. 
In the Symposium, Plato not only suggests that love can be exploit¬ 
ative, but also that love can be dangerous. 
Socrates turned to Agathon and said: I must ask you to 
protect me, Agathon; for the passion of this man has grown 
quite a serious matter to me. Since I became his admirer I 
have never been allowed to speak to any oüier fair one, or 
so much as to look at them. If I do, he goes wild with envy 
and jealousy, and not only abuses me but can hardly keep his 
hands off me, and at this moment he may do me some ham. 
Please do see to this, and either reconcile me to him, or, if 
he attempts violence, protect me, as I am in bodily fear of his 
mad and passionate attempts.^ 
Here Socrates describes the kind of love Alcibiades had for him, 
and although all of the other speakers praise love, or the god and goddess¬ 
es of love, Alcibiades praises Socrates. He says, "that of all the lovers 
whom I have ever had you are the only one who is worthy of me." This state¬ 
ment denotes the degree and intensity of his love for Socrates. 
Alcibiades' speech is frank, blunt and at times poignant in 
describing his relationship wiih Socrates. The account of his attempts 
to seduce Socrates reflect undertones of ambivalency. Although he is 
drunk, which is probably the rationale for his mocking account the enoo- 
mium is direct, interesting, and is probably a catharsis for him. He 
praises Socrates for his words, wit, and wisdom, but chastizes him because, 
^Irwin Edman, The Works of Plato (New York, 1928), p. 278. 
2Ibid., p. 381. 
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nhe was so superior to my solicitations, so contemptuous and derisive 
and disdainful to my beauty~hear, 0 judges; for judges you shall be of 
the haughty virtue of Socrates." We can infer ambivalency in that before 
he began his praises of Socrates, Alcibiades said, "There can never be 
reconciliation between you and me,.. .but for the present I will defer 
your chastisement." And, "When Alcibiades had finished, there was a 
laugfr at his outspokeness; for he seemed to be still in love with Socrates." 
From Socrates* discussion of Alcibiades* affection, jealousy and 
envy are quite evident, and they are ofttimes an outgrowth of love. This 
is particularly observable when a rival appears to be cared for by the be¬ 
loved. Sibling rivalry illustrates this point quite vividly. 
...the attention his mother and father once gave him is now 
directed to the new baby. Formerly when he wept he was given 
the breast and comforted by his mother. Now he is told to *be 
quiet* and sent to play outdoors or to a relative who may afford 
him some casual comfort in the form of a morsel of food. 
This situation leaves the older sibling stunned. He wanders 
disconsolately about near the house and whimpers continually, 
apparently without cause. When he comes home it is not infrequent¬ 
ly to try out little schemes for doing away with the new baby, and 
his mother must be very watchful lest he injure the new sibling. 
Sibling rivalry is only one form of jealousy -which may exist with.in 
a family. Socrates' discourse on the lover in the Phaedrus is as 
modern today in the Space Age, as it was in the Golden Age of Greece. 
Although there has been an acute change in the American family since the 
depression of the early thirties, there is still the prevailing attitude 
that the husband is the bread winner, and the wife is the lady of the 
house. When a couple marries, the male takes the female away from her 
^Jules and Zunia Henry, Doll Play of Pilaga Indian Children (New 
York, 1944), p. 16. Here-after Doll Play in this thesis will refer to 
this work. 
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mother, father, sister, brother, admirers, etc. to his house, apartment, 
or room, and gives her his name. She is his, and he goes forth each day 
to the steel mill, automobile factory, the crowded class room, the air- 
conditioned office, etc., end brings home the necessary funds to pay the 
gas, electric and water bill, the grocery bill, the rent, the insurance, 
and charge accounts. In other words, he daily goes to work in order to 
provide the little lady with the necessities of life which will make her 
dependent upon him. In return, he receives orange juice with his coffee 
and toast in the morning, clean shirts with the exact amount of starch 
in the collar, supper waiting when he wearily returns from work, and 
exclusive sexual rights, from time to time. There are times when a hus¬ 
band wants his wife, but the wife wants a new hat or Spring outfit. Thus, 
the wife gets her new hat or Spring outfit, after-which the husband gets 
his wife. The question arises, who exploits whom? 
If there is exploitative love within the family, there is 
certainly exploitative love before marriage and family life. This is 
evident in the dating practices of American youth. Ofttimes, the male 
desires the attention and affection of a certain female. He may want her 
as his date for a dance, or party, as a friend, or he may just want to 
copulate with her. The high school and oollege age American female 
usually wants a male for an escort to dances, parties, and other social 
affairs. So a couple may begin a relationship, and meet each others* imme¬ 
diate needs as escorts. However, ofttimes the question of sexual inter¬ 
course arises, and sometimes it is sublimated by petting. 
Says Margaret Mead: 
Technical virginity has beoome steadily less important, but 
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the prohibition of extra-marital pregnancy remains. 
Petting is the answer to the dilemma. But petting has emo¬ 
tional effects of its own; it requires a very special sort 
of adjustment in both male and female. The first rule of 
petting is the need for keeping complete control of just how 
far the physical behaviour is to go; one sweeping impulse, 
one acted-out desire for complete possession or complete 
surrender, and the game is lost, and lost ignobly. The 
controls on this dangerous game that is so like a ski-slide, 
yet which must never be treated as a ski-slide, are placed 
in the hands of the girl. The boy is expected to ask for 
as much as possible, the girl to yield as little as pos¬ 
sible.1 
This relationship may continue with the male trying to seduce the 
female. In the meanwhile, during dates the young lady might suggest 
dining at a Chinese restaurant, an exclusive sea food restaurant, or 
expensive eating places. She might order food which she can not pronounce 
correctly or does not know how to eat properly. As a result of the 
attempt of the male to seduce the female, and the female’s attempt to 
explore the community at the expense of the male, the relationship may 
become strained, or even terminated. However, the two may become so 
involved as to become engaged and plan to marry. They may remain just 
friends. Nevertheless, many times the male seeks a sex-partner, while 
the female seeks a permanent escort to dining, dancing, and entertainment 
places, and social occasions such as parties, concerts, plays, etc. 
If we acknowledge that there is a type of love which is non- 
exploitative love, might not prostitution offer this type of love? If 
you exclaim that what a prostitute offers is not love, I refer you to 
Margaret Mead, Male and Female (New York, 1949), P* 216. 
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the Mesdemoiselles in Pigalle who whisper, "Amour for sale, want to come to 
bed with me." I refer you to the Fraulein lm Bahnhof, who politely greets 
you with, "I make s oh one Liebe," or the Ladies on the Corner who parade 
up and down, back and forth. I’ll even refer you to Mr. Cole Porter, the 
composer who has said I love you in more ways than any other composer. 
In her album, Cole Porter’s Songbook, Ella Fitzgerald sings: 
Love for Sale, 
Appetizing young love for sale, 
Love that’s fresh and still unspoiled 
Love that's only slightly soiled, 
Love for sale. 
Who will buy? 
Who would like to sample my supply? 
Who's prepared to pay the prioe. 
For a trip to Paradise? 
Love for sale. 
Let the poets pipe of love, 
In their childish way, 
I know every type of love, 
Better far than they. 
If you want the thrill of love, 
I've been through the mill of love, 
Old love, new love, 
Every type of love but true love. 
Kinsey says that a prostitute is an individual who renders, in¬ 
discriminately, sexual relations for monetary payments. Usually the pur¬ 
chaser knows what he wants, and he usually knows the price. She knows 
what he wants, and she is willing to provide. Therefore, he is willing 
to pay and she is willing to provide. She receives his money, her love, 
and he receives his love or loving, her body. They both emerge satisfied 
more or less. So, who is exploited?! 
3he preceding was just one of the many problems involved in love 
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and/or sex. Nevertheless) if we think about the statements of Benediot, 
Freud, Kinsey, etc., we might wonder why this "magio," neglect, and lack 
of sex knowledge prevails in ovr culture. We might also wander if this 
same "magic," neglect, and lack of sex knowledge prevails in other cultures. 
We might still wonder if this exploitative element in love and sex is present 
among peoples in other oultures. 
The purpose of this paper is to see What the attitudes and practices 
of sexual behavior are among five cultures. These cultures are Filaga, 
Truk, Siriono, Trobriand, and American. 
The limitations of this survey are many when one realizes that there 
are relatively few studies in the area of sexual behavior in comparison 
to studies on city life, political action, eoonomic aotivity, and other 
areas of human behavior. Nevertheless, a brief review of literature in 
this area will serve as an example of the nature and treatment devoted to 
sex. 
Margaret Mead has written several books dealing with the sexes. 
Among her books are Coming of Age in Samoa (New York, 1939), Sex and 
Temperament in Three Primitive Societies (New York, 1935), and Male and 
Female (New York, 1949). These studies are primarily concerned with the 
formation of personality and role playing. Coming of Age in Samoa reveals 
that the Samoan period of adolescence is free from the tensions, conflicts, 
and adjustment problems which plague American adolescents. Mead concludes 
that the "stcrm and stress" of our adolescents is due to the vague, unde¬ 
fined, and oftfcimes contradictory status and role we assign tha adolescent. 
After having studied Sex and Temperament in Arapesh culture, Mundugumor 
culture, and Tchambuli culture, she states that "culttire" is the 
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determining factor in assigning role and behavior patterns of ohild-rear- 
ing, love, courtship, marriage, and family life of the seven South Sea 
cultures that she has studied, in apposition to our pattern of child-rear¬ 
ing, love, oourtship, marriage, and family life in Male and Female. 
Whereas Mead was concerned with personality and role playing, 
Malinowski attempted to answer Freud in Sex and Repression in Savage 
Society (New York, 1955), and he gives us a vivid and detailed account of 
the sexual life of savages in North Western Melanesia in his work The Sexual 
Life of Savages in North Western Melanesia (New York, 1929). In Sex and Re¬ 
pression in Savage Society Malinowski tried to discover if the Oedipus com¬ 
plex, a complex common to our patrilineal sooiety, was present in the matri- 
lineal society of the Trobrland Islanders, He concludes that although it 
would be erroneous to assume the universality of the Oedipus complex, there 
are, nevertheless, conflicts, tensions, passions, and problems of attach¬ 
ments present in various family forms consistent with the social processes 
of the particular society. In the Sexual Life of Savages in North Western 
i Melanesia, Malinoswki, vividly, paints and portrays, in detail, the love, 
sex,oourtship, and marriage life in the Trobriand Islands. 
Love in the South Seas (London, 1955) is a work by Bengt Danielsson. 
Daniels son was curious to know if the many tales about Polynesia being a 
paradise with beautiful women, dancing, singing, feasting, and relaxing were 
true. He gives a oolorful commentary on the Polynesian life of old, and 
brilliantly contrasts it with the present Polynesia. 
A threé-dimensional approach to sexual behavior is attempted by Ford 
and Beaoh in their Patterns of Sexual Behavior (London, 1952). They provide 
various accounts of sexual expression in 190 cultures, sexual expression in 
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lower animals , and -the physiologioal background for sexual expression. 
3he result is a sweeping survey of sexual practices of man-kind and lower 
animals with their physiological basis. 
Finally, there are two books which are perhaps the most prodigious 
endeavors in the area of systematio objective study of human sexual behavior. 
Sexual Behavior in the Human Male (Philadelphia, 1948) and Sexual Behavior 
in the Human Female (Philadelphia, 1953) by Kinsey, Pomeroy, Martin, and 
Gebhard comprise fifteen years’ efforts and include case histories and same 
16,392 individuals. These studies serve as an avenue of departure for my 
survey in that our purposes are similar. We are interested in what people 
do sexually. Kinsey and colleagues use orgssms as their unit in collect¬ 
ing data and computing averages. Their sample was derived from such 
social groups as high schools, Y.M.C.A.’s, colleges and universities, eto. 
and includes various age groups, educational backgrounds, and socio-economic 
8tatusus. Case histories were collected in direct personal interviews. The 
results are two volumes of the most extensive study of human sexual behavior 
ever made based on fifteen years’ study of human sexual behavior in con¬ 
temporary America. 
Again, I should like to state that the purpose of this paper is to see 
or survey the attitudes and practices of love and sexual behavior among 
Pilaga, Truk, Siriono, Trobriand, and American cultures. 
In this paper, the word sex is used in Malinowski’s sense: 
Sex...implies love and love-making; it becomes the nucleus of 
such venerable institutions as marriage and the family; it pervades 
art and it provides its spells end magic. It dominates in fact 
almost every aspect of culture. Sex, in its widest meaning... 
is rather a sociological and oultural force than a mere 
bodily relation of two individuals. But the scientific treatment 




Sexual behavior will refer to the manner in which the people of a 
particular culture conduot themselves when they enter into love making, 
and seek sexual outlets. 
Sexual outlets refer to heterosexual relations, homosexual relations, 
masturbation, nocturnal emission, sexual relations with lower animals, and 
petting. 
I shall attempt to relate the attitudes toward sexual behavior by 
stating what types of sexual outlets are accepted, and desirable, permitted 
and pardonable, and forbidded (tabooed) and frowned upon. Moreover, I plan 
to see whether or not an exploitative element is present in sexual relations. 
The anthropologist has made one intercultural translation; and there I feel 
that my explanation will obsoure and cloud, rather than clarify and reveal, 
I shall give the direct quotation. 
Bronislaw Malinowski, The Sexual Life of Savages in Worth Western 
Melanesia (Mew York, 1922), p. xxiii. Here-after The Sexual Life of Savages 
will refer to this work. 
CHAPTER II 
3HE PILAGA INDIANS 
Background 
The Pilaga Indians live in the Gran Chaco of Argentina, a territory 
subject to violent summer showers, and extended periods of heat and dryness. 
Although the Pilaga have a few small gardens of oorn, squash, melons and 
tobaeco, they depend on wild fruits and fish for most of their food. For 
about three months of the year, Then fish and wild fruits are very scarce, 
they suffer semi-starvation. The Pilaga live in small villages between 
which there are strong feelings of hostility and fear of sorcery. 
Hostility, anxiety, frustration, and hunger are prevalent because one 
of the cultural norms is that everyone must share his food with the members 
of his household. A household is made up of many single families, however, 
they are not necessarily related genealogically. The environnent provides 
a meager existence which ofttimes makes sharing impossible without self 
denial, or family deprivation. A single family seldom has enough food for 
itself. If one does not share his food with others, others will not share 
their food with him when they get food. Also, if one does not share his 
food, he is afraid ihat someone will soroerize him. Begging, the only ex¬ 
pedient for a hungry Pilage is humilating because another cultural nom is 
that everyone must stand on his own feet. 
3hus there develop within the Pilaga society two closely 
related cycles of feeling which produce great tension and hostility 
...the first cycle is: reluctance to beg leads to exclusion from 
sharing which produces resentment and, in turn, leads to reluctance 
to share. The second cycle develops in part from the physical faot 
of soarcity and inefficient mechanism for distribution. These re¬ 




There are many things the men oan do that are denied to women. 
Warfare, the method par excellence for gaining property and prestige, 
is man* s province. itie only way to become a ohief is throu^i killing 
an enemy»...and this the Pilaga women never do. Hockey, a game in¬ 
vented by the South American Indians, is another way to acquire 
property,....But then women do not play hockey. Animal food, (the 
most highly prized food, culturally)...is the province of males. Only 
men can sing the beautiful individual songs of -the Pilaga...the only 
individual singing a woman oan do is during her mourning, or when she 
is beside herself with rage....Beer drinking is only for men. Al¬ 
though the women work hard to prepare it, carrying many gallons of 
water and making many trips to the lagoon a quarter of a mile away, 
they are not permitted to drink the beer. The forest fruits from 
which the beer is often made is also the product of women* s work. 
Women may not visit. When the men are away the wbmen will leave their 
hearths and congregate in little knots here and there, visiting. But 
they are not supposed to do this, and if a maman thinks her husband 
is returning she will quickly pick up and run back to her own hearth, 
for fear she might be beaten, were her husband to catch her away 
from the fireside....The men like to smoke and so do the women, but 
what little tobacco is around is smoked up entirely by the men. 
Rarely do the women get a puff. Finally,...it is even denied that 
women really produoe children. Ihe man's ejaculation propels a com¬ 
pletely formed homunculus into the womb, and the woman is merely the 
receptacle in which it grows until it is large enou^i to come out.... 
Thus no woman oan have prestige,....* 
The women show considerable hostility to the men and say the men 
are 'no good.' In the courting dances the women have the upper hand 
and maltreat the men unmercifully. By tradition the woman pioks her 
partner and he will be her lover for the night. Since there are few 
women and many men,...the men must wait patiently and endure all. 
The women beat the men and jerk than around by the hair violently enough 
almost to throw them.® 
Childhood 
The new baby receives almost constant attention when it is young. 
It is nursed, fondled, kissed, deloused, and handled by many members of the 
*Poll Play, p. 9. 
2Jules Henry, "An Anthropological Approaoh to Personality” (Chicago, 
Illinois, University of Chicago Press,^/n.d_7), pp. 25-26. (Mimeographed.) 
SQp. clt., p. 10. 
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household. When the child is about eight months old he may be left by 
himself most of ihe day, or to fend for himself with the larger children. 
An old grandparent, •Who may be blind and/or feeble may be left behind to 
take care of the young child. The men go hunting and fishing, while the 
women go to the gardens. If the child can wallc, he may wander around the 
village crying and hungry. 
As soon as a new baby is born, the older ohild is immediately rejected 
at his mother’s breasts and the attention of both his mother and father are 
transferred to the new baby. Sibling rivalry occurs and the parents must 
protect the new baby from his brothers and sisters. The displaced child 
is hurt and may take his hatred out on his parents, -the new baby, or another 
brother or sister. Fear of retaliation serves to keep aggressive acts of 
biting, kicking, pinching, pushing, and slapping at a minimum. 
Whenever a child cries because of a scratch, because it has been hit, 
pushed, shoved, or for some unknown reason it may be given food to reduce its 
tensions, frustrations, or anxiety. On the other hand, the child is taught 
■the cultural norm of sharing its food with others. A ohild with a lot of 
food, whioh would be a rarity, can easily be taken advantage of because 
children are inoapable of performing sorcery. Ihus, the adult can take 
food from a ehild, by teaching him to share, or without fear of being 
sorcerized. Also, the re are certain foods which are taboo for children. 
Therefore, food is a means of both creating and reduoing tensions and 
frustrations. 
The Pilaga child frequently sees sex play and heterosexual intercourse, 
and constantly hears sexual joking and jesting. 
Young children are pemitted absolute sexual freedom; the 
adult sexual act is performed at night but without any attempt at 
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conoealment. Up to the age of five boys masturbate end practice 
pederasty unashamedly in the broad daylight. The girls masturbate 
against one another in publio, and at five years they start taking 
little boys to bed with them and attempting coitus. Open mastur¬ 
bation by rubbing against other children, games of snatohing at 
genitals and open coitus-bees in whioh groups of little boys and 
girls attempt coitus, continue until about the age of twelve. 
Children and adults joke constantly about sex and sexual insults by 
children are ecmmon.... 
~Poll Tbyof Pilaga Indian Children is a study of sibling rivalry. 
The experimental dolls were made of a paper and plaster composition, oellu- 
loid, and China. These dolls varied in size from eight inches long for the 
father doll, to three inches long for the baby dolls. The arms and legs 
of the baby dolls were detachable while other dolls had only legs, or only 
arms removable. The mother doll was seven inohes long, dark brown, and her 
arms and legs were slightly bent. The dolls of Pilaga girls are made of 
bone and clay. They refer to these dolls as the father, the mother, etc. 
However when they played with -the experimental dolls, they named them after 
members of their family. 
Exemples of doll play are: 
Matakane.. .puts the baby doll on top of the mother doll and 
says, ’You have intercourse in the anus.* By having the baby doll 
copulate in the anus with the mother doll Matakan gets the baby 
away from the breast; expresses contempt for her mother by referring 
to her vagina as an anus, and insults her baby brother by aeousing 
him of an intercourse... 
The blending of hostility and sexuality is transparent in 
Yorodaikolik. ...When Barotoyi puts the Tapani doll on the Yorodaikolik 
doll, Yorodaiklik promptly says: ’8he’s deflowered,» i.e. her vagina 
has been attacked and injured.... 
Yorodaikolik...is shaking his fist at the mother doll, but as 
soon as Simiti puts the Yorodaikolik between the legs of the mother 
doll he says: ’Intercourse’ and repeats the aotivity after her... 
Maralu shows an almost constant alternation between transparently 
hostile aots and sexual ones. Thus, after putting the mother and 
father doll in position of intercourse he runs the toy tank...over 
*Ibid., p. 32. 
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them. Then he amputates the father doll, and after replacing the 
parts swings the doll in the way that is typical of the child 
custom of torturing the young of some animal—-usually a bird— to 
death. Then, after improving the shape of the father doll's penis, 
Maralu again puts the mother and father dolls in position of inter¬ 
course. 
Another interesting blending of hostility and sexuality is 
provided by Yatakana,.. .where she pushes the father doll violently 
on the mother doll in the position of intercourse.* 
The commonest forms of sexual activity with the dolls—activity 
not directly related, however, to the standard play procedure of 
placing proper genitals on the dolls, in order of frequency, are: 
1) placing the dolls in position of intercourse} 2) castration; 3) 
change of sex. Other forms of activity are: 4) piling; 5) the 
making of penises that look like breasts....Throughout the play 
verbalisations often make clear the intent of the activity listed as 
sexual.2 
During the courting dance the men sing beautiful songs and as many as 
fifty will form a huge circle and revolve pounding their feet to the musio. 
As the circle of dancing men revolve, girls rush out of the darkness, put 
their anas around the men they ohoose as their partners and follow them 
around. The danoe may divide into two lines of men, and a man with a girl 
on each am danoes between the lines. One of the girls seises the man by 
his hair and may yank him off of his feet, or grab his bead neoklaoe to 
break it. Pilaga women may go around the circle violently striking the 
men at random. The men make no attempt to restrain the wcmen. 
After .a*. dance the women may take a man heme to sleep with her. 
The next morning bloody scratches cover the man’s face, back and chest, 
and small bits of flesh may be missing from these parts of his body. After 
he has been married his wife diminishes her scratching and soon discontinues 
^Tbld., pp. 57-58. 
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it. However) these scratches are quite revealing in the oase of an 
adulterous affair. 
Marriage 
Marriage occurs around the age of twenty. There is no special 
need at first to marry, for complete premarital sexual freedom pre¬ 
vails among the Pilaga, and one's parents and brothers and sisters 
can provide one with the necessities of life one cannot obtain one's 
self. Gradually, however, it becomes necessary for both the males 
and females to marry. 3h regard to the woman: she needs to have 
flesh food, whioh only a man can get. Meanwhile her father grows 
old and needs a helper who will be her husband in this matrilocal 
culture. Finally the woman’s brothers marry and so leave the village. 
The man needs vegetable foods, but only a woman can get these. But, 
his mother ages, and his sisters take husbands, who consume the 
supplies of forest fruits that his sisters get. The man needs some¬ 
one to fetch his water and wood, end make his water pot for him. He 
needs a wife, sinoe his sisters marry. The man's need for a sexual 
partner is greater than the woman's. Since the number of women is 
small relative to the men, beoause of female infanticide, a sexual 
partner is not as easy to come by for a man as it is for a woman. 
These reasons are important in determining a man to marry. Finally, 
both men and women need children who will feed them in their de¬ 
clining y ears. 1 
Fran the time that a woman is six months pregnant until the ehild can 
run about, sexual intercourse with her is taboo. If a woman had intercourse 
during this period, the foetus would die. If she were to give birth to a 
second child before the first ehild is able to run about, the first child 
would die. Pilaga women believe that no woman can nurse two babies at onoe. 
There is no sharing in the nursing of another's babies. 
Because this taboo of sexual abstinenoe is rigidly adhered to, the 
husband goes elsewhere in search of a sex partner, while the pregnant 
women becomes frustrated fearing the loss of her husband. The fear of the 
loss of a husband discourages women from childbirth, and formerly caused 
^Jules Henry, "An Anthropological Approach to Personality" (Chicago, 
Illinois, University of Chicago Press , p. 27. (Mimeographed.) 
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female infanticide. 
Curing this period (pregnancy and lactation), and the long 
period of abstinence.. .tiro women were observed to vise the feet 
of their infants sons to masturbate, i.e. they held the feet of 
the babies, eight and fifteen months respectively at the time of 
observation, pressed against their genitals.* 
Thus, pregnancy is a period of intense anxiety, fear, and frustration for 
the Pilaga woman. 
Summary 
...intercourse in a Pilaga household must not only be visible - 
to the children, but carried on with little if any attempt to oon- 
oeal the act from them. Absolutely no prohibition is placed on 
child activity by the adults, so that the children are at liberty to 
do what they please.2 
This quotation might well summarize sexual behavior in Pilaga culture. 
Henry states that none of the boys showed feminine mannerisms or interests, 
and reports no instance of adult homosexuality, petting, sexual relations 
with animals, or nocturnal emissions. Heterosexual intercourse and 
masturbation are aooepted, and desirable. Sexual intercourse with a preg¬ 
nant woman from the sixth month of pregnancy until the child is able to run 
about is taboo and forbidden. Incest is taboo. Because of female anxiety, 
frustration, and hostility there is an exploitative element in love 
making. Curing ooitus the woman virtually claws a man's face, back and 
chest into bloody streaks. The man is forbidden to restrain her. 
10p. cit., p. 74. 
2Poll Play, p. 72. 
CHAPTER III 
THE TRUK ISLANDERS 
Background 
The Truk islands lie about in the center of Mioronesia, idiioh is 
West of Polynesia) and North of Melanesia. 
Truk is a trustee territory of the United States. Although Truk has 
been under -the administration of Spain, Germany) and Japan, the Trukese 
here managed to maintain much of their former mode and character of life. 
They believe that -there has been little change in the social organisation 
and the means of livelihood. As a result of "civilised" influences and 
Christen!ty, many Trukese profess Protestantism or Ca-tholicism, fish in 
fishing boats, eto. Nevertheless, thqy still believe in ghosts, home-made 
remedies, and love in the bush. 
This discussion of sexual behavior is chiefly concerned with the 
Island of Romonum, which is looated in -the Western part of the Truk lagoon. 
The area of this island is less than a quarter of a square mile, and has a 
population of about 230 inhabitants. To a Trukese, home is his island, 
his kinship group, and his food. Breadfruit is the staple diet of -the 
Trukese. However, -they raise tobacco, oopra, taro, and tumerio as crops. 
Tapioca, oooonuts, papayas, oranges, limes, bananas, mangoes, pandanuts, 
and arrowroots are plentiful. Fish, pigs and ohiokens add protein to the 
Trukese starchy diet. A few natives have a cow or two. 
Sharing of food is a cultural trait -that has endured throughout the 
history of the people of Truk and a man shares his food not only with the 
members of his lineage, but also with his wife's relatives. Nevertheless, 
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the man -who shares his food today, no matter how little, knows that it 
won’t be too long before a relative will be sharing his food with him. 
...one refers to all men of one's fatter* s generation in one's 
own lineage as 'fatherland accords then respect and obedience as 
fathers and also as elders. But all male members of one's father's 
lineage sre also called 'father* even though they may be appreciably 
younger than oneself, and in such cases far less respect and ob¬ 
edience would be expected. Similarly, women of one's mother's 
generation and above within the lineage are 'mother,' while the 
women of the father's lineage are also 'mother' but may be younger 
than oneself and therefore deceiving of less respect.! 
...'brothers* and 'sisters' ...include all persons of the 
opposite sex in one's own lineage (and also the children of men of 
the father's lineage). A 'sister' not only may not have her breasts 
exposed before her 'brother' but may not sleep in the same house with 
him and should not even be seen associating with him in public, un¬ 
less they form part of a larger group with other interests.2 
...when one marries new constellations of affinal relatives be¬ 
come important. A person uses the same term as his spouse does 
towards the 'father,' 'mothers,' and 'children' of the spouse's line¬ 
age, and treats them in muoh the same way as he has already learned 
to treat others - so designated. Aman calls his wife's 'sister,' 
and a woman her husband*s 'brothers,' 'spouse*....3 
The aboriginal type of dwelling is not as ecmmon as it was in pre war 
days. It was one room of about ten to fifteen feet, supported on short 
posts, closed off at one end, open at the other, and it had a thatched 
roof. After the war, a one or two room, small box-like houses were built 
from leftover Japanese material. Today the administration enoourages the 
oonstruotion of houses built of mortar, cement, and metal or thatohed roofs. 
Childhood 
Trukese parents display mark inoonsistenoy in the rearing of their 
iThomas Gladwin and Seymour B. Sarason, Truki Man in Paradise, Viking 
Fund Publications in Anthropology Ho. 20 (New Tork, 1953), p. 48. 




At one time they appear to be kindly and supportive and at times 
punishing and rejecting....Parents are seen as strong, fear- 
arousing punitive people toward whom direot display of hostility 
is best not manifested....It seems that it is the father who is 
more supportive, less rejecting, and more sensitive to the needs 
of children. It is he who appears more concerned with the fbed 
supply of the ohildren and many details of their oare. The mother 
is seen as a hostile, rejecting person who does not serve as a 
stable and consistent form of stimulation. She does not appear 
as interested in maintaining 'the family' as the father. Ihe seme 
factors which make the Trukese men view women as undependable sexual 
partners also seem to be the basis of the women's laok of maternalism: 
interest in other men, rebelliousness against restrictions and 
aggressiveness.* 
This inconsistency is evident in affection, oare, feeding and discipline, 
and results in frustration, anxiety, and hostility. Hostility is forbidden. 
The child is reared to avoid any show of strong emotions, and to act with 
respect and reserve toward all clan members. 
The important people in his social environment are his parents 
and his brothers (or for a girl also her sisters), and beyond these 
a larger group of relatives toward whom his attitudes is a blend 
of those attitudes he has adopted in dealing with parents and 
brothers: these people are unpredictable in many respects, and 
often hostile, but one is nevertheless dependent upon them. The 
best way to assure their cooperation, insofar as it can be assured 
at all, is to be submissive, conventional, and above all not openly 
aggressive. If one oen hide one's true feelings one will not get 
into trouble, for -these feelings are too likely to reveal one's 
hostility. 2 
Sexual expression in childhood is taboo. Occasional fingering of the 
genitals is met with parental disapproval. Masturbation is frowned upon, 
and the child is firmly told to stop! The reasons for the inhibiting of 
sexual expression are modesty, and youth. Sexual activity is private 
aotivity, and heterosexual relations, in some instances infantile 
1Ibid., p. 234. 
2Ibid., p. 271. 
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masturbation, makes a ohild sick. Nevertheless, the ohild may see sexual 
intercourse or help a brother facilitate a love affair, although he, hia- 
sself, would become sick, only because he is too young. 
Puberty 
At puberty, the adolescent is free to indulge in sexual activity. 
However, 
With the advent of sexual maturity an important change takes 
plaoe in the relations between sisters and brothers. They must now 
treat each other with reserve, and any reference to sexual subjects 
or even elimination (which involves the genital areas of the body) 
must be avoided between them, and advoided by others if a brother 
and sister are present in their company. These restrictions apply 
almost as strongly to the ’brothers* and ’sisters’ more remotely 
related and to a man’s 'daughters’ and ’mothers’ to a somewhat lesser 
degree...a man should not even be seen in company or sleep in the same 
house with his ’sister.*1 
At puberty in the old days the male adolescent moved to the bachelor's 
house. Today, brothers may sleep at one end of a room, and sisters at the 
other, or they may sleep in different rooms. Nevertheless, it is thought 
that the males should move out, and many of them move in with relatives or 
go away to work. Not only is there a change in the brother-sister re¬ 
lationship, but there is also a change in brother-"brother" relationship. 
Ihe ’brothers’ here involved, although referred to by the 
same term as the more distant ones, are only those within the man’s 
own lineage and particularly his own brothers with whom he grew up. 
Prom adolesoenoe onward he must treat his older brothers with re¬ 
spect, not indulging in vulgar humor toward them and not intruding 
himself upon them, particularly outside of their own house....The 
restraint and respect he must show toward his older brother, shioh 
the older brother will therefore reciprocate to some degree, also 
reduoes the possibility that any hostility which they may feel will 
have an opportunity for expression. The obligation to provide 
support and assistance is of oourse in no way reduced for either 
of them and this incentive should be enough to preserve amicable 
^Ibid., p. 94. 
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relations between them; the reserve demand is,...an added 
assurance. This respect relationship does not appear to exist, 
...between ’sisters.’ 
The young man's 'brothers’ related by blood Oan not,... 
provide him. ..with much companionship. He oan be more free 
with -those 'brothers* who are not of his own lineage, and if he 
and a more distant ’brother’ find themselves companionable they 
may join forces in pursuit of their amours and other activities. 1 
The importance of this brother relationship can not be minimized. 
If a young Trukese sees a girl whom he desires, he may go direotly to her 
in the middle of the night, however he will often use his "brother" as a 
go-between. He may also employ a younger "Bister” for his love ambassador. 
Tflhen he sends a love letter to the girl he desires, he is ipso facto, re¬ 
questing sexual intercourse. His first letter or two is usually ignored 
by the girl. If she does not send a reply to his ambassador of love, or 
her ambassador of love, he might try going to her at night. If he receives 
a letter, it is ipso facto an affirmative reply to his request. 
To further illustrate the importance of a man’s brother, I shall cite 
the episode of Andy. Ofttimes, an older married brother will lend his 
younger brother his wife for his first intercourse. 
Andy’s first sexual experienoe was wi-th the wife of a some¬ 
what older artificial ’brother,* who said he felt sorry for Andy 
beoause he had no one with whom to sleep and invited him to his 
house. Andy did not find this an entirely satisfying experience 
for his ’brother’ remained in the house, obviously wide awake, 
throughout his embarrassing first attempts, thus robbing him of 
what little assurance he had been able to muster for the occasion. 
This did not, however, prevent Andy from embarking some time later 
upon an intensive affair with this girl which very nearly brought 
the dissolution of his ’brother’s’ marriage and terminated the 
bro-therly relationship,....1 2 
1Ibid., pp. 95-96. 
2Ibid., p. 102. 
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Thus, the use of the brother's wife, a sooially accepted relationship, 
helps the young inexperienced male to make his initial adjustment to sexual 
intercourse. 
After a girl has decided to meet a boy, they decide whether to make 
the rendezvous in 1he day or at night. If it is in the daylight hours, 
the girl may bring along a younger sister, pretending that they are going 
to bathe. The sister stands watoh while the boy and girl go deep into the 
brush to make love. Barely are lovers discovered in these day-time 
rendezvous. 
If the meeting is set for night time, then the lovers meet in or 
near the girl’s house. A trip to the bush would not be considered because 
of ghosts, and beoause the girl's prolonged absence would be difficult to 
explain to a member of her family. The girl tells the boy where she sleeps, 
and at night he comes to her house. Formerly with the aid of a love stick, 
a slender stiok of about two-feet in length, he sought his love. These 
lover sticks were originally plain, but with the introduction of steel 
knives, they were elaborately carved. 
Young men carried them about with them and at night, having 
ascertained where the girl slept in her house, would push the 
rod quietly through the thatched wall and, touching her head, 
twist the rod to entangle it in her hair and thus awaken her. 
In some cases a man's rod would have distinctive notches in one 
end which he would show the girl during a meeting in the daytime; 
by feeling the rod she could be sure whose it was. Or, awakened, 
she might inquire in a low voice who had awakened her; to this the 
standard reply is simply 'I'; if she does not recognize the voice, 
she asks again, and the name is given. If silenoe was important, 
she might also signal with the rodî if she pulled it, this meant 
’Come in.' A push meant 'Go away,' and a shake meant 'Wait a 
minute, I am coming out.' Similarly)- if she pulled the rod to in¬ 
dicate the man should enter and he felt this too risky, he might in 
turn pull it to indicate that she should come out instead.* 
1Ibid., pp. 106-107 
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With the coming of the missionaries) and the building of frame houses, 
use of the love stick was* discouraged. Since no substitute has been 
devised, a boy or man enters the house in search of his love. If the 
meeting has been prearranged, all may go well, however if there has been 
no prearrangements he may be refused. These rendezvous are planned and 
arranged by both the married and non-married of both sexes, however it is 
the man who always undertakes the greatest risks. His love letters are 
prime evidences of his infidelity. For the unmarried male and female, this 
type of sex activity is accepted and expected. There is the case of 
Theodore who was quite embarrassed when upon his first intercourse, the 
girl’s household woke up. They simply invited him for a mid-night repast. 
For husbands and wives, these extra-marital affairs are permitted and 
pardonable as long as the lovers use discretion and decorum. 
When a lover meets his girl in her house, he sleeps with her a while, 
then leaves before morning. An adulterous meeting may take place while a 
woman’s husband sleeps nearby. In this situation, the lovers have inter¬ 
course, and the man leaves. This is possible because the Trukese sleep 
soundly, and are accustomed to the tossing and turning movements of their 
sleeping mates. Many lovers have copulated while the rest of the house¬ 
hold, husband included, slumbered. 
Sexual intercourse involves little or no foreplay. The thought and 
desire of the act with the lover* seems to be sufficient to arouse each 
sex partner. There are two common positions in heterosexual intercourse. 
The most desired and the most satisfying position is used by young un¬ 
married lovers and adulterous lovers. The other position is used by 
married couples. Extra-marital coitus is more desirable and satisfying 
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than marital coitus. Marital coitus is engaged in because of marital 
obligation and for children. 
The modes of intercourse are.. .relevant to the occurrence of 
female orgasm. That which is generally preferred takes place with 
the man seated with his legs out or crossed before him; the woman 
is facing him, seated on the ground or on the man's feet, or some¬ 
time lying back. An insertion is not made; rather the man manipu¬ 
lates his penis up and down with his hand in the orifice of the 
woman's vagina with the explicit purpose of stimulating her clitoris. 
Just prior to ejaculation, which in this type of coitus can best be 
expected to follow or coincide with the woman's orgasm, the man draws 
her toward him, completing the insertion. Meanwhile, as the couple 
approach climax, the man may mouth the woman's face, neck, ears, or 
breast, or even bite her neck, enough to mark but generally not break 
the skin. The ultimate gesture of affection between lovers at this 
time is to open their mouths and, with tongue play, mix their saliva. 
Such lovers may.. .interrupt intercourse to perform cunnilingus or 
fellation on each other, although some people consider this a dis¬ 
gusting practice end would never do it; when it oocurs it is never 
foreplay, but an interlude in coitus. 
A second common type of coitus is accomplished with the couple 
lying more or less on their sides facing each other, with legs 
variously intertwined. The man makes his insertion at the outset and 
provides the necessary motion with his hips; there is no change in 
this posture until the climax has been passed, and some couples 
simply go to sleep in this position without separating. There is ob¬ 
viously far less direct stimulation of the clitoris in this position 
and it is recognized that orgasm is less likely to be reached by the 
woman. However, it is more discreet and less likely to attract 
attention in a house full of people; for this reason even married 
oouples often prefer it lest they disturb someone else and cause 
embarrassment to all concerned. 
Although these are the two most commonly preferred positions, these 
are not the only positions. The man may lie in the supine position while 
the woman squats over him, and move up and down, or they may reverse 
their positions. Another position is standing, with one leg of eaoh 
partner resting on a stump. Still another is rear entry of "the male into 
the female. 
Extra-marital coitus is a contest. The man's objective is to satisfy 
1Tbid., p. 110. 
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the woman, that is to bring her to orgasm before he ejaculates. If he 
ejaculates before she experiences orgasm, he is defeated and may be 
laughed at and ridiculed. This is unbearable for a man. lhe woman's ob- 
jectiTe is to facilitate -the orgasm, otherwise she may be shunned by pro¬ 
spective lovers and spend many sleepful nights uninterrupted by desirable 
lovers. The word gets out that she is hard to please, and that there is 
nothing in her vagina. This is the worst insult one can say of a woman ~ 
that there is nothing or not enougi things in her vagina. 
...a woman whose1; vagina is 'full of things* will achieve 
orgasm more rapidly and give more pleasure to the man. The 'things' 
consist in a prominent clitoris, labia minora, and a small pro¬ 
jection below the clitoris whose anatomical definition is unclear. 
A vagina 'full of things’ assures a woman of many lovers. Therefore, 
she spends much time pulling at her labia minora, and may even insert ob¬ 
jects into the labia whioh tinkles when she walked. Ofttimes these 
objects remain, in the labia during ooitus. A large penis is believed to 
bring a woman to orgasm, and therefore is more desirable than a small penis. 
Young Trukese, sometimes, bruise their penises by compressing them between 
their hands trying to make them more suitable for intercourse. 
Although there is great pre-marital sexual freedom, the young male 
adolescents may be slow to participate fully in pre-marital heterosexual 
relations. "Even after having aoquired the assurance derived from his first 
sexual experience, the boy still does not usually launch at once into a 
2 
fully active sexual role." The young adolescent must learn the techniques, 
art, end skills of letter writing, entering and leaving the house silently, 
1Ibid., p. 109}. 
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making himself sexually attractive, and the techniques of coitus. Thus, 
he needs much experience. 
Nevertheless, 
Here experience,...and, with experience, competence in a sexual 
role is not enough to assure -that the individual -will embrace this 
role with the enthusiasm expected of a young man or woman and im¬ 
plied in the complete freedom allowed by the society within the 
limitations of the incest taboo. It is in fact ironic that 1he 
maximum level of sexual activity is seldom reached during the pre¬ 
marital period of freedom but more oommonly appears after marriage 
in the form of adulterous lover's liaisons....Sexual intercourse, 
without which a lovers' relationship has no meaning~for the Trukese, 
by its very nature requires 'the expression of strong emotion not 
only by the man, but also by the woman...the ooourrenoe...of female 
orgasm...on Truk,...is important, particularly for more accomplished 
or serious lovers, and its occurrence is a function of the contribution 
of both partners to the relationship. For the man it determines the 
success or failure or his performance : if he reaches his climax be¬ 
fore the woman he not only leaves her in some degree unsatisfied, but 
more Importantly from his standpoint has lost in the contest. To the 
woman orgasm b*ings physical pleasure,...and...assures her that her 
lovers can consider the relationship satisfactory. This assurance is 
important to her because if her lover leaves with a sense of failure 
he not only will be less likely to return but other men will also hear 
of it and not consider her a desirable partner...the ability of a 
woman to achieve orgasm is considered to be a function of the adequacy 
of her genital anatomy....* 
Rendezvous in the bush are often terminated by acts of mutual scar- 
rifioation, after the genitals have been wiped off. Both partners may soar 
each other, however, it is Usually the male who ends up soarred. He, of 
course, takes the cigarette bums, scratches, knife incisions without 
protest or outcry. For a married man, mutilation of this sort is irrefut¬ 
able proof of infidelity. 
Marriage and Adulthood 
Marriage is primarily a sooial and economic relationship for 
the Trukese; it is assumed that any wife can provide the degree of 
1Ibid., pp. 277-278. 
32 
sexual satisfaction expeoted of the marital relation, with more 
rewarding sexual oontacts to be found in outside liaisons....A man... 
seeks a woman who knows the basic forms of women’s work and is not 
lazy; compatibility with her and her family is also desirable. A 
woman uses the same criteria in judging a prospective husband.1 
Although a girl reaohes puberty fa little earlier than a boy, they 
are both aotively engaged in love liaisons and rendezvous at sixteen years 
of age and accorded adult status when they marry. Both marriage and divorce 
are simple procedures, so just about everyone is or has been married at one 
time or another. The husband must work for his wife's father and brothers 
in gathering and preparing food, and any project such as house and canoe 
building. He must also help to provide food for his lineage and his mother 
and father. Failure to work for his wife's relatives might oause them to 
pressure her to divorce him. Failure to fulfill his lineage obligations 
causes his parents to regard him with dislike, disgust, and disdain, as 
they tell him that he has forgotten them, and are more interested in his 
wife's relatives. 
The wife is in a more seoure position than the husband. Her work con¬ 
sists of group fishing and gardening, and she does relatively little work 
for her husband's people. She lives on her own relatives' land, and has the 
protection of her father and brothers in disputes between her and her 
husband. 
...the marriage relationship imposes upon both partners a number 
of obligations and pressures. The husband must obey and work for 
his in-laws and surrender to them in large measure his rights to 
sueh movable property as he may own or acquire; failure to show such 
obedience and cooperation may result in terminating the marriage 
without recourse. The wife on the other hand must obey her husband 
on pain of teing beaten or even abandoned, and in addition obey her 
other male relatives in the household; she is also expected to obey 
1Tbid., p. 119. 
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her husband’s parents, but because she is usually not living with 
them -this does not become as immediate an obligation. The faot 
that the couple are living in her home and among her relatives gives 
the wife a measure of security the husband does not enjoy; on the 
other hand, if he wishes to terminate the marriage he has only to 
spread rumors of her adultery (or have his ’brothers’ do so), pretend 
to believe them, and leave in a huff. If they have any children he 
has ultimate rights over them; this is a threat he oan hold over his 
wife and her family (to whose lineage the children belong) with con¬ 
siderable effect. The wife finds it considerably more difficult to 
terminate the marriage, unless her husband is oaught in flagrante 
delicto or refuses to respect the reasonable requests of her relatives.1 
"Divoroe is undesirable for the man beoause of the eoonomio and sooial 
dislocations it brings,...."'* However, if he cannot get along with his wife’s 
relatives he may be divoroed. If his wife is too promiscuous, he may 
divoroe her. In the event of divorce he returns to his own relatives 
which means he must always remain on good terns with them. .beoause 
there are at present only two unmarried girls past puberty on the island 
3 
... and many unmarried males, divorce is undesirable for husbands. 
Divoroe for a woman is undesirable because her relatives need a man 
to work for them, which in turn benefits her. In the event of a dispute 
between her husband and her relatives she will decide whose side she will 
take. Failure to do her work or promiscuity causes her husband to beat her, 
and engenders the illwill of her relatives toward her. Although wife beat¬ 
ing is quite common, a man oan only beat his wife for a good reason, such 
as haughty behavior, disobedlenoe, etc. Too frequent beatings and too 
severe beatings may oause her relatives to press for a divorce. A wife is 
1Ibid., p. 128. 
^Milton Yinger, "Sexuality and Aggression on Romonum," Amerloan 
Anthropologist, LX (June, 1958), p. 473. 
SIbld., p. 468. 
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expected to obey her husband, and her relatives will intervene to make 
her obey. 
Uarital intercourse is simply a fulfillment of the sexual need in an 
expected obligation, and is carried on about three times a week. These 
relationships lack the desire, passion, and romance of the extra-marital 
affair. However, a man's brothers are entitled to his wife, and a man is 
entitled to his wife's sisters. Hhen a wife sleeps with her husband's 
brother, coitus is in the house at night like a typical husband-wife re¬ 
lationship. 
The greatest satisfaction found in the sweetheart relationship 
is related to the opportunities it offers for the expression of 
aggression through its characteristic sexual practices, as well as 
in other ways. The spouse relationship...(is) like other kin re¬ 
lationships in that it is a source of aggressive feeling but offers 
few channels for the expression of these feelings.* 
...the sweetheart relationship has been considered as a device by 
which aggression can be expressed on an interpersonal level against 
a member of the opposite sex, the sweetheart; and against members of 
the same sex, the sweetheart's spouse and brothers. A tendency to 
turn seme of the agression inward has been noted....The relationship 
provides a further object for the expression of agressive feelings: 
the community; as symbolized by its law.2 
Homosexuality 
Homosexuality apparently is non existent on Ronomum. "All informants, 
when attempts were made to explain to them homosexual activity in order to 
inquire about it, seemed at first puzzled and them denied that such ever 
«5 
took place. 
1Ibld., p. 467. 
^Ibld., p. 483. 
8Ibid., p. 115. 
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liasturbation 
Masturbation is peimitted, "for those forbidden intercourse by 
ritually prescribed continence or unable to find a sexual partner,...."^ 
Among older people no longer able for physioal or social reasons 
to have heterosexual liaisons, two practices are reported by a 
number of informants. Older men not infrequently perform cunnilingus 
on pre-adolescent girls, both are said to enjoy this, the men because 
it is their only sexual outlet and the girls because it is so gentle. 
Older wcmen,.. .entice dogs to lick their vaginas by putting coconut 
meat in them. Both of these practices are referred to with tolerant 
amusement over the dilemma of these old people who have to resort to 
such devices in order to obtain sexual satisfaction.* 
Nocturnal Emission 
Nocturnal missions are frowned upon by a man’s wife. They indicate 
adulterous thoughts to her thinking, and she fears that her husband may put 
these thoughts into action. 
Conclus ion 
In conclusion, we can say that in Truk culture free and almost unlimited 
heterosexual intercourse by adults is aocepted, desirable and expected. 
Adultery is permitted, practiced, and pardonable as long as it is done 
discretely. Masturbation is a permitted and pardonable practioe for 
adolescents and adults. All sexual activity on the part of children is 
taboo, and forbidden. Incest is taboo. A wife frowns and looks with 
dismay and disgust when she find evidence of nocturnal emission. Homo¬ 
sexuality, sexual relations with animals, and petting are apparently, un¬ 




THE SIRIONO INDIANS 
Background 
In Eastern Bolivia, for about 200 miles South in an extensive trop¬ 
ical forest area, live the semi-nomadic Sirionos or as they call them¬ 
selves mb (a, '’people.” 
The nuclear family, consisting of a married man, his spouse 
or spouses, and their children, is the fundamental social and 
economic unit among the Sirionos....So important is the nuclear 
family that the culture contains few functions that are not 
embodied in or performed by individual family group. 
Family life centers...around the hammocks of the husband 
and wife, which are hung in the communal dwelling of the band. 
Each monogamous family generally oocupies two hammocks; one is 
for the man and the other for the wife and children.^- 
When a man has more than one wife, wife number one places her ham¬ 
mock to the right of him, wife number two places her hammock on the left, 
wife number three places her hammock at his head, and wife number four 
makes her hammock at his feet. The husband is head of the family, end 
the wife is next in authority. If a man has more than one wife, the first 
wife, usually the wife who has been with him longest, has control over 
the other wives. 
Beside being a member of a nuclear family, every Siriono... 
belongs to a larger kin group, the matrilineal extended family. 
....Because of matrilocal residence, group of matrilineal 
relatives tend to cluster together in the house and to font ex¬ 
tended families. An extended family is made up of all females in 
•^•Allen R. Holberg, Nomads of the Long Bow; The Siriono of Eastern 
Bolivia (Smithsonian Institution Institute of Social Anthropology Publi- 
cation No. 10, Washington, 1950), p. 49. (Hereafter reference to this 
work will be listed: Holmberg end page number.) 
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a direct line of desoent, plus their spouses and their un¬ 
married children.1 
An extended family helps to serve as an economic factor in that members 
build the dwellings in which they live, may help to plant a garden, and 
frequently hunt together. The oldest active male is usually head of an 
extended family, however, he is more of an adviser, and has no title. 
A Siriono is not only a member of a nuclear family, but he is also a member 
of a band. 
The band is made up of extended families, and they are mostly en- 
dogamous (marriage is within the group) so that the band is something 
of a kindshlp grouping. Bands may meet each other while hunting, how¬ 
ever there are no obligations, rituals, or oeremonies. The nuclear 
family may leave the band for weeks at the time. This is the largest 
group a person belongs to, and its chief purpose is to provide sex and 
marital partners. 
^^.In^the five extended families who made up the entire band of 
Acibaeoko there were seventeen nuclear families, all of whom were 
monogamous except four....Each band ocoupies a single dwelling, 
within which cluster the extended families.2 
Food is the omnipresent preoccupation of the Siriono. Tlïhen there 
is a lot of food the Siriono eats excessively. Tlïhen there is little 
food, he starves until food is found. Ihe game is not plentiful, and 
the Siriono’s techniques of fishing, hunting, and agriculture are crude 
and limited. The Siriono eats about every type of animal except bats, 
snakes, and insects. 
1Ibid., p. 50. 
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With his bow and arrow, the Siriono stalks, imitates, and tracks ducks 
peccary, tapir, turtles, cormorants, spiders, howler, and capuchin monkeys, 
deer, macaw, curason, squirrels, agoutie, alligators, coaties, anteaters, 
harpy eagles, guan, parrots, porcupines, and jaguars. He fishes with bow 
and arrow for catfish, bagre, bentones, and jeju. Both men and women 
collect palm cabbage (kisis), fruits of the coquino, pocay, aguai, gar- 
gertia, paeobillo, wapomp, paquio, coau, and ballartress, honey and 
tortoise. Comates, cotton, tobacco, manioc, and papaga are raised on 
a small scale. However, there are no domestioated animals among the 
Siriono. 
Bie Siriono wear no olothés. A G string of twined baric fiber may be 
worn by young boys and a few of the men. 
Childhood 
Although children may see sexual intercourse, Holmberg gives no 
evidence of young children attempting coitus. 
Babies are tickled a great deal in the heck region and on 
the genitals. When they are nursing, their mothers often ex¬ 
cite them sexually. The pleasure derived from play and fond¬ 
ling is often noticeably reciprocal. Nursing infants some¬ 
times fondle their mother's breasts and bring them into sharp 
erection. Not infrequently one observes a mother play with 
her young son’s penis until it becomes erect end then rub it 
over her vulva. I have also seen men get partial erections 
while playing with the genitals of their infants. 
Parents are very proud of a display of sexual desire on the 
part of their infants. One afternoon, Eantandu was finger¬ 
ing the penis of his young son who was sleeping. The boy 
got an erection. Eantandu called my attention to it^ and proud¬ 
ly said: ’eranwi eante tuti; cuki euki etubenia e kwasu mose.’ , 
(Very hard penis ; when grown, he will have a lot of intercourse.)1 
*Allen R. Holmberg, "The Siriono" (Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, Yale 
University, 1946), p. 76. 
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It is taboo, or forbidden for a man to have sexual intercourse wi-tfi a girl 
unless she has undergone the rites of puberty. 
Puberty 
After a girl has undergone the rites of puberty, she is no longer 
a girl but has adult status. She may engage in sexual intercourse; she may 
get married. Holmberg observed that there was a married woman of about 
ten years of age who showed no signs of maturity. One can understand this 
when one realizes that the only means of measuring time is by past events, 
and the position of the sun. There are no puberty rites for boys. 
Marriage and Adulthood 
Romantic love is a concept foreign to the Siriono. Sex like 
hunger, is a drive to be satisfied. Consequently it is neither 
much inhibited by attitudes of modesty and decorum, nor much 
enhanced by ideals of beauty and charm. The expression secubi. 
(I like) is applied indiscriminately to every thing that is 
enjoyable, whether it be food to eat, a necklace to wear, or a 
woman to sleep with. There are, of course,' certain ideals of 
erotic bliss, but under conditions of desire these readily break 
down, and the Siriono are content to conform to the principle of 
’any port in a storm.’1 
Men desire young women. Women prefer young men. In Siriono culture 
a woman's husband’s younger unmarried brothers are sexually permitted to 
her, while a man’s wife's sisters, past puberty, are permitted to him. 
This means that there may be as many as eight or ten persons with whom 
one may have intercourse. Men prefer fat women with large hips, big 
firm breasts and a fat vulva. Songs are composed about the merits of a 
fat vulva* A tall person is more desirable them a short person, and 
1Ibid., p. 180. 
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regular faoial features, and large eyes are more attractive than irregu¬ 
lar facial features and small eyes* The larger the man's penis the better 
it is for intercourse, while the eoman's vulva should be fat and small* 
Love play oonsists of pinching and scratching one another on the 
neolc and chest, poking fingers in each other's eyes, and grabbing at each 
other* s genitals* Lovers may spend hours grooming each other—picking 
lioe from their hair, taking wood tioks off of their bodies and eating 
them, extracting worms and spines from their skins, glueing feathers into 
their hair and putting urak (Bixs oreliana) paint on their faoes* This 
behavior often leads up to intercourse* 
lien generally make their desires known by whispering in the ear of 
the woman desired* The oouple simply steal off from the rest of the peo¬ 
ple* However, "if a man is out in the forest alone with a woman***he may 
throw her to the ground roughly and take his prise without so much as say¬ 
ing a word."* At night a man waits until all is quiet and wakes the desired 
one* In this case, extra-marital relations rarely occur* Sines the chil¬ 
dren sleep with their mothers and fathers, more intercourse takes plaoe in 
the bush than in the house* 
Not uncommon are suoh general complaints as that one was unable 
to sleep because mbia (countrymen) kept him awake with loud and 
frequent farts during the night, or that one was kept awake by 
the 'danoing' of the house oaused by continual cuki cukl or sex¬ 
ual intercourse* Suoh gripes as these invariably oall forth 
laughter from the rest of the group,***.1 2 
While lying in their hammooks, husband and wife are frequently 






pitch (if, for instance a man begins to feel an erection), the 
couple may retire to the bush for immediate sexual intercourse. 
Under these conditions they show little concern for the observ¬ 
ing public. I have heard men, and even women, suddenly overoome 
with desire, publioly call “their spouses to accompany them into 
the forest in order to relieve their sexual tensions. Public 
reaction to such behavior is one of amusement.^- 
A great deal of coitus between married couples oocurs in the bush 
during the afternoon near the water hole. Rarely is intercourse 
indulged in more than once a day. Potential spouses and unmarried 
couples take advantage of whatever opportunities arise. A patch of rip¬ 
ening maize is a favorite spot for these lovers. 
The sexual act itself (nyemeno or cuki ouki) is a violent 
and rapid affair. There are few if any preliminaries. Kissing 
is unknown,.. .lovers have the habit of biting one another on the 
neck and chest...as the emotional intensity of coitus heightens 
to orgasm, lovers scratch each other on the neck, chest, and 
forehead, so that they often emerge wounded from the fray. Al¬ 
though people are proud of them, these love^scars sometimes cause 
trouble (in cases of extra-marital intercourse), because they are 
visible evidence of the infidelity of a husband or wife. 
During coitus in the bush, the woman lies on her back on 
the ground with her legs spread apart and her knees flexed. 
The man rests on his knees oh the ground between her legs* his 
elbows also rest on the ground on both sides of her body, 
leaving his hands free for scratching activity. The male 
plays the most active role during coitus, moving the woman 
with considerable force and rapidly. The woman, however, 
does not remain completely passive, but adjusts herself to 
the movements of the man. Emotional pitch is intense during 
coitus, which is often accompanied by farting, a habit from 
which considerable pleasure iB apparently derived. 
When intercourse takes plaoe in the hammock, the posi¬ 
tions are essentially the same, but it is more difficult 
to maneuver because of the added movement of the hammock. 
Sometimes during the height of the act a man’s knees slip 
through the strings of the hammock and his whole emotional 
set is disturbed. Informants frequently make jokes about 
1Ibid. 
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their fellows in this respect. I even know one man who injured 
himself rather seriously when his knee struck the ground.1- 
In all sexual relations, basic incest taboos must be strictly 
observed...it is strictly forbidden to have sexual intercourse 
with any member of one's nuclear family, except one's spouse. 
Among the Siriono these incest taboos are generalized to include 
nonfamily members who are designated by the same kinship term as 
those used for members of the nuclear family...one may not have 
sexual relations with a parallel cousin, with the child of a sib¬ 
ling of the same sex, with the ohild of a parallel cousin of the 
same sex, with a sister or parallel cousin of the father, or with 
the child of anyone whom one calls 'potential spouse'...sex re¬ 
lations with the following relatives are also...incestuouss grand¬ 
parent, and neice, aunt and nephew, a woman and her mother's 
brother's son, and a man and his father’s sister’s daughter. 
Violations of incest taboos are believed to be punished by the 
supernatural sanction of sickness and death....I never knew of a 
case of incest occurring among the Siriono, even in mythology.2 
Sexual intercourse is desirable throughout pregnancy. 
During the earlier stages it should be slow and not occur too 
often (about every two or three days), for the child is very small, 
but during the latter stages it should be more rapid and ocour more 
often (at least once a day), for the child is large and anxious to 
be bora.3 
Intercourse during menstruating is forbidden beoause it is dangerous. 
One might get sick in the penis, waste away and die, or one might get 
blood sick. However, menstruation women, naked as they are, are not looked 
upon with disgust or horror. They eat, sleep, and go about their chores 
as usual, but they bathe more frequently. 
Food and sex are the main causes of conflict between husband and wife, 
co-wives, and families. The Pilaga are constantly accusing each other of not 
sharing the food. Husbands say that wives eat the meat when they are away. 
1Ibid. 
^Holmberg, p. 64. 
50p. cit. 
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Husbands say that they do all the work while the women only eat. The 
Siriono aoouse eaoh other of stealing maize* Men accuse their adulterous 
wives, but seldom vent their hatred against the men* They blame the women* 
Women aoouse their husbands of adultery, but ohannel their wrath against 
the adulterous women. Although women may chide their husbands,a greater 
aoousation by their husbands usually eiris the disputes* If not, violence 
might result* 
"Drinking feasts are occasions on which much latent antagonism and 
aggression are expressed between men*"* At this time, under the influence 
of beer, complaints about food, sex, and disputes are expressed* Wrestling 
matches usually settle-* these disputes, and they are usually forgotten after 
the participants become sober* Quarrels and disputes between men may in¬ 
volve strong words, but very seldom result in fighting and violenoe* Men 
often go hunting to dissipate their hostility* A man never beats his wife, 
but he may tear up her hammock* 
"Co-wives frequently vie with one another for sexual favors of their 
husband. This sometimes leads to bitter fights and quarrels."^ The old 
first wife may be displaced by a younger wife as the favorite sex partner. 
They may exchange words, and blows with digging stioks* 
Adultery and promisouity consists in taking flagrant advantages of 
one*s potential spouse or spouses to the negleot of one's wife* Fights and 
quarrels ensue, nevertheless the males keep on the alert, constantly, to 
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seduce a new potential spouse. Divorce is relatively easy and is 
usually caused by adultery. The men always divoroe the women, i.e., they 
"cast them out" or "throw them away." 
Divorces are not ccnunon. Women are an asset as long as they 
can work and bear children, and more than one wife is a mark 
of status. Thus, although men frequently threaten to divorce 
their wifes so as to keep them in line, they actually rarely ever 
do so.* 
Food is one of the best lures for obtaining extramarital sex 
partners...Aciba-soko (Long-Arm) had a potential wife, a classifi- 
catory cross cousin, whom he had been trying to seduo* for some 
time without success; she had consistently refused him for fear of 
provoking a quarrel with her husband. One day,...when there was 
little or no meat in camp and the woman's husband was off on the 
hunt, Aciba-soko returned with his family from a chase on which he 
had been absent for several days and on Kfaioh he had been successful 
in bagging considerable game, including a peccary which was very 
fat. His potential wife, being hungry, was most anxious to seoure 
a share of the catch. She waited until Aciba-soko was along—his 
wives had gone for palm cabbage, and water—and approached with the 
following request, 'ma nde séri tai etima; sediakwa'^ (’Give me a 
peccary leg; I am hungry'JTHe replied, 'eno cuki ouki airano.' 
CO.Ç., but first sexual intercourse.') She replied, ' Ti manedj 
gadi* ('No, afterwards, no less'). He replied, 'ti, namo gadi" 
('Wo, now, no less'). She replied, 'eno, maNiti?' ('Q.K., where?*). 
He answered, ♦aiiti* ('Uiere'), pointing in the direction of the 
river. Both of -them set out, by different routes, for -the river end 
returned, also by different routes, the woman carrying firewood, 
about half an hour later. He secured his prise; she, hers. 
Holmberg reports no cases of rape, intercourse with a girl who has 
not undergone the rites of puberty. He reports that only one man ex¬ 
hibited tendencies toward homosexuality. He was regarded as a woman by 
the men, and considered harmless. He states that masturbation is not a 
common activity of the children. 




Heterosexual intercourse is the accepted and the most desirable 
form of sexual expression* Incest is taboo* Coitus during menstrua¬ 
tion is taboo* Homosexual behavior, one case reported, but not overtly, 
tends to be permitted, and pardonable* Masturbation, other than fond¬ 
ling of babies, seems nonexistent. Information on nocturnal emission, 
petting, and relations with animals is not available at this time* 
CHAPTER V 
THE TROBRIANT) ISLANDERS 
Background 
The Trobriand Islands lies in the Solomon Sea North of the East end 
of New Guinea. 
...the natives are matrilineal, and the succession of rank, 
membership in all the social groups, and the inheritance of 
possessions descend in the maternal lines. The mother's 
brother is considered the real guardian of a boy, and there 
is a series of mutual duties and obligations, which establish 
a very close and important relation between the two. The real 
kinship, the real identity of substances is considered to exist 
only between a man and his mother’s relations. In the first 
rank of these, his brothers and sisters are especially near to 
him. For his sister or sisters he has to work as soon as they 
are grown up and married. But, in spite of that, a most rigor¬ 
ous taboo exists between them, beginning quite early in life 
man would joke and talk freely in the presence of his sister, 
or even look at her. The slightest allusion to the sexual 
affairs, whether illicit or matrimonial, of a brother or sister 
in the presence of the other, is the deadliest insult and 
mortification. When a man approaches a group of people where 
his sister is talking, either she withdraws or he turns away.l 
Although descent, kinship, and rank are reckoned matrilinerly 
housing is determined patrilocally. That is, upon marriage, the woman 
leaves her village, and makes her home in her husband's village. The 
Trobriand Islanders believe that the mother, alone is responsible for 
procreation. Father means, "Husband of my mother," and plays no part in 
reproduction. 
...it is solely and exclusively the mother who builds up the child's 
body, the nan in no way contributes to its formation; is the most 
important faotor in the legal system of the Trobrianders. Their 




views on the process of prooreation, coupled with oertaia 
mythological and animistic beliefs, affirm, without doubt 
or reserve, that the ohild is of the same substance as its 
mother, and that between the father and the child there is 
no bond of physical union whatsoever*  
Childhood 
Trobriand Island children are permitted great freedom and independ¬ 
ence in sexual activity, They see and hear the sex affairs of their 
parents. Privacy is almost impossible in the houses so a child may be 
given a mat to cover his head. Nevertheless the attitude is that a 
good child never tells what takes place between his parents. 
Young children are allowed to listen to baldly sexual talk, 
and they understand perfectly well what is being disoussed. 
They are also themselves tolerably expert in swearing and 
the use of obscene language. Because of their early mental 
development some quite tiny ohildren are able to make smutty 
Jokes, and these elders will greet with laughter*■ 
There are plenty of opportunities for both boys and girls 
to receive instruction in erotic matters from their companions. 
The children initiate each other into the mysteries of sexual 
life in a direotly practical manner in which they satisfy their 
ouriosity concerning the appearance and function of the organs 
of generation,••• • Genital manipulation and such minor per¬ 
versions as oral stimulation of the organs are -typical forms 
of this amusement,9 
The beginning of real sex life is about ten to twelve years of age 
for boys, and about six to eight years of age for girls. From these ages 
until marriage, sex is considered of great importance. Parents and grown¬ 
ups are indifferent or oomplecent about small children's indulgence in sex. 
However, it is considered improper for little children to carry on their 
affairs in the house. 
The Sexual Life of Savages, pp. 3-4. 
2Ibid., p. 54, 
8Ibid., p, 55. 
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Whereat Amerioan youth may have "petting parties," the Trobriand 
youth have Kwakwadu ("amorous transactions or being together for purposes 
of love"). This may occur as the result of a love picnic, where several 
couples meet and play games* They may meet along the coral reef or on 
the site of an old deserted village* Here they bathe, watch the birds, 
collect shells and flowers to adorn themselves, smoke tobaooo, drink 
coconut milk and chew betel-nuts. They, ofttimes, pick lice from each 
other's hair and eat them* In this setting, lovers pair off end move 
to seoluded spots in the brush, or along the reef* 
When two lovers have located a seoluded spot, a leaf mat is spread 
out and they lie down together* The boy takes off his pubic leaf, and 
the girl her skirt* They lie embraced, with arms and legs enlaced, rub¬ 
bing noses and cheeks, sucking tongues, biting eaoh other's nose, cheek, 
and chin, while confessing their love for one another* They play with 
each other's hair, and erotically draw their fingernails along each 
other's neck, shoulders, and back, as they bite eaoh other's eyelashes* 
In this position, and engaged in suoh activity, it is not long before 
desire becomes intense and the lovers begin to oopulate. 
Adolesoence 
Boys reach sexual maturity from the ages of twelve through fourteen 
years of age* Although they are wearing their pubic leaf, they are now 
more careful in wearing it, and they become Interested in general appear¬ 
ance* The girl is careful in her decorum, and strives to aohieve elegance 
in dress and deportment* 
The young man moves to the bachelor's house (bukumatula)* Sometimes 
a well proportioned body in good health are determining factors of beauty, 
charm, and sexual attraction. 
The Trobriand Islander is direot in his love pursuits. The male may 
personally go to the female of his desire or he may send a friend in his 
behalf. In either instance, a meeting is requested with the purpose of 
sexual gratification. During sexual intercourse, 
The woman lies on her back, the legs spread and raised, and 
the knees flexed. The man kneels against her buttocks, her legs 
resting on his hips. Ihe more usual position, however, is for 
the man to squat in front of the woman and, with his hands rest¬ 
ing on her legs, to pull her towards him. When the sexual organs 
are close to each other the insertion take place. Again the 
woman may stretch her legs and place them directly on the man’s 
hips, with his aims outside them, but the far more usual position 
is with her legs embracing the man's arms, and resting on the 
elbows. 
Congress is sometimes effected in a reclining position. 
Lying side by side, with the lower limbs pressed against each 
other, the woman places her upper leg on top of the man, and the 
insertion is made. This mode, which is less popular, is used at 
night in the bukumatula (bachelor's house). It is less noisy, 
as the natives say, and requires less space; and is done in order 
not to wake up the other inmates of the house.... ^ 
No other positions are used...the natives despise the European 
position and consider it unpractical and improper.2 
During coitus lovers scratoh and bite each other. Biting the eye¬ 
lashes is a very popular practice. Lovers also rub noses, rub cheeks, 
and suck each other's lips and tongues. 
If a young man is fascinated by a young lady and receives no response 
from her, he may resort to magic. First, he washes or bathes in the sea. 
Then, he gathers soft spongy leaves of the wageva, silasila, or ponatile 
shrubs. He wraps them in a smooth clean piece of bark. He puts these in 
*Ibid«, pp. 337—338. 
2Ibid., p. 366. 
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the girl goes to live with an elderly widowed maternal aunt, or some 
other relative. Sex ceases to be child’s play and becomes a serious 
endeaver. 
The Trobriand Islanders desire a healthy, vigorous, and well pro¬ 
portioned individual for a sex partner. The most charming facial fea¬ 
tures are a full and well rounded face with small shining eyes, a full, 
well cut mouth, and a small, full, and fleshy nose. Teeth should be 
blackened by a speoial mangrove root. Ears should not be too large, 
nor too small. Eyebrows should be shaved off and hair permitted only 
to grow on the head. 
nA slim, straight body is much admired in a man. Kaysaki, like 
a ’swift long canoe,' Kaytubo, like a rounded tree, are both terms of 
praise,...."I 
"In woman,...a slim body without excessive abdominal development 
is considered desirable. Kaygumita (slim), nasaska (small-bellied), 
are words of praise."2 
A woman’s breast should be full, firm, and well developed, however, 
"when a lover prefers his girl with small breasts, he will say, ’yoku 
tage kuivola nunumt Kwunupisiga (Do not thou massage thy breast, remain 
with girlish breast’•)”3 
One’s skin should be smooth, full brown, and properly pigmented. Dark 
skin, light skin, and yellow skin are unpleasant to the Trobriand Islander. 
The combination of full brown skin, small shining eyes, blackened teeth, 





a larger leaf and chants a special washing formula over it* 
Beautiful will my face remain, 
Flashing will my face remain, 
Buoyant will my face remainl 
No more it is my face, 
My face is as the round moon* 
I pierce through, 
As the creamy shoot of the areoa leaf, 
I come out. 
As a bud of the white lily* 
The charmed leaves are then wrapped up so that the magie virtue will 
not evaporate* They boy washes himself, and then rubs himself all over 
with the charmed leaves. The leaves are then thrown into the sea, and 
the girl's name is mentioned. Thus, the boy is clean and beautiful, and 
a sweet dream is on its way to the desired one. 
If she does not yield, he tries a second degree of magic, and a third 
degree is used, if necessary. 
All a man's hopes of suooess, his boasting and his 
anticipations are based on confidence in his magical 
equipment, exactly as all failure is attributed to lack 
or impotence in this respect*^ 
If this magic, which is positive magio, is useless, he may resort to 
negative magio. He feels that his positive magio is useless beoause his 
desired one has a lover* So, he places the following formula over a pieoe 
of food, tobacco, or betel-nut, which is to be eaten by his rival* 
His name be extinguished, his marne be rejected} 
Extinguished at sunset, rejeot at sunrise| 
Rejected at sunset, extinguished at sunrise* 
A bird is on the baku, 
A bird which is dainty about its food. 
I make it rejeotedJ 
His mint-magic, I make it rejected. 
1Ibid*, p. 366. 
2Ibid., p. 375. 
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His ksyro* iwa magio, I make it rejected. 
His libomatu magic, I make it rejected. 
His copulation magio, I make it rejected. 
His horizontal magic, I make it rejected. 
His horizontal movement, I make it rejected. 
His answering movement, I make it rejected. 
His love dalliance, I make it rejected. 
His erotio scratching, I make it rejected. 
His caresses of love, I make it rejected. 
His love embraces, I make it rejected. 
My kabisilova spell, 
It worms its way within you, 
The way of the earth heap in the bush grapes open, 
The way of the refuse heap in the village is closed. 
If a man knows that someone is trying to steal his lover, he can try 
fetching baok magio by using the katuyumayami 1 a formula. This formula has 
to be spoken to all points of the compass in order to call his love back. 
"This formula is said to be very powerful, and to have restored married 
2 
happiness to scores of broken households." 
Although there is great sexual freedom, jealousy may become quite in¬ 
tense. 
A man who desires a girl will not easily give way to a rival, as 
the frequent quarrels and fights occasioned by sexual rivalry bear 
witness. Nor will a man who has established some rights over a 
woman, whether of marriage or of engagement, or merely of a liaison, 
tolerate any infringement of these...adultery is a grave offence, 
punishable even by death. Among young boys and girls serious enmities 
and figjhts have been known to arise from one encroaching on the pre¬ 
serves of another, and even among children, fights are occasioned by 
jealousy. 
When custom demands that a man should surrender his sweetheart, and 
this can be honourably done, he will submit. This happens...in the 
case of visiting Kula strangers, and of youths who are guests in a 
village where a death has recently occurred.3 
In all love affairs, the man must constantly give small presents to 
the woman. Although sexual intercourse embraces mutual attraction, and 
*Ibid., p. 380. 
2lbid., p. 393. 
3Ibid., p. 322. 
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mutual enjoyment it is considered as a service of the woman* "... the 
rule of reciprocity or give-and-take,...pervades tribal life...every 
gift, every service. • .every favor must be paid by something of equiva¬ 
lent value. 
While the bush or the reef provides ohildren ample setting for love 
nests, adolescents use a hut of unmarried relatives, or the bachelor' 
house (bukmatala). The bachelor house affords a pair of lovers privacy 
and seclusion for a couple of hours. These pre-matrlmonal intrigues are 
many, vary in duration, and are not binding on either partner. Couples 
contemplating marriage may live in the bachelor's house, however they 
eat with their families, and do not share their personal possessions. 
These relationships are held together by the personality of the couples 
and/or sexual passion. Couples who live in the bachelor's house, there 
may be three or four couples, respect each other, and observe strict 
decorum with each other. 
The institution of the bakumatula is,...characterized byi (1) 
individual appropriation, the partners of each couple belonging ex¬ 
clusively to one another} (2) strict decorum and absence of any 
orgiastio or lasoivious display; (3) the lack of any legally bind¬ 
ing element; (4) the exclusion of any other community of interest 
between a pair, save that of sexual cohabitation.^ 
Marriage and Adulthood 
Although a man may live permanently with various lovers in the bachelor's 
house, he longs for marriage. A Trobriand Islander does not have full 
status until he is married. 
A bachelor has no household of his own, and is debarred from many 
privileges. There are,...no unmarried men of mature age, except 
1Ibid., p. 319 
2Ibld., p. 75. 
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idiots, incurable invalids, old widowers, and albinos.* 
Sex is subordinate to homemaking, and making a livelihood* Monogamy 
is the predominate marriage pattern, however, the chiefs axe permitted 
to take more than one wife. A man will not cohabit with his wife dur¬ 
ing menstruation. A man will not oohabit with his wife during pregnanoy 
beoause the penis will kill the child. 
Although the Trobrianders are primarily monogamous, and adultery is 
a grave offenoe, there are occasions when the sex mores are relaxed. 
These occasions are tribal festivals and ceremonial observances. The 
harvest season is "...an ocoasion for making new aoquaintanoes and for 
a display of personal beauty, and this leads to intrigues between members 
of different communitiesEach village sends boys and girls to other 
villages with lots of food. Near sunset, they care fully groom themselves, 
and visit neighboring villages pretending to visit their gardens. 
During this season there are numerous ceremonies for dancing, playing 
games, feasting, and opportunities for sexual intercourse. During the 
Kavasa, 
Sexual aots would be carried out in public on the central plaoe; 
married people would participate in the orgy, man or wife behaving 
without restraint, even though within hail of each other. This 
licence would be carried out so far that copulation would take 
place within sight of the luleta (sister, man speaking; brother, 
woman speaking); the person with regard to whom the strictest 
sexual taboos are always observed...• 
The Kamali, or erotio soratch, a symbolic love approach is oarried 
on between the boys and girls. The Kimali is a form of female wooing, 
Ibid., p. 8Q. 
^Ibid., p. 248 
Ibid., p. 258 
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which is tantamount to our kiss. Boys in festival dress parade around 
the oentral village pleoe singing while the girls tease and joke with 
them. Using sea shells, axe head blade, and bamboo-knives to slash the 
boys. The boys can run, but they cannot restrain the girls. If a boy 
is being slashed by a girl he likes he will not run, but take the slash¬ 
ing as a symbol of his manliness. The girls try to slash as many boys 
as they can and the boys try to stand as many slashes as they can and 
to obtain the sexual favors of each girl. 
On the island of Vakuta, Malinowski was told that women may sexually 
assault men. Weeding of the garden is the women's task. This task is 
arduous, tedious, monotonous, and requires little skill. All the women 
of the village work together to dear all of the village plots, and if 
they see a man, a stranger or visitor, they have the privilege of assail¬ 
ing him. 
The man is the fair game of the women for all that sexual 
violence, obsoene cruelty, filthy pollution, and rough handling 
oan do to him. Thus first they pull off and tear up his pubio 
leaf, the protection of his modesty and, to a native, the symbol 
of his manly dignity. Then by masturbatory practices and ex¬ 
hibitionism, they try to produoe an ereotion in their victim 
and, when their manoeuvres have brought about the desired result, 
one of them squats over him and inserts his penis into her vagina. 
After the first ejaculation he may be treated in the same manner 
by another woman. Worse things are to follow. Some of the women 
will defecate and micturate all over his body, paying special 
attention to his face, which they pollute as thoroughly as they 
oan. 'A man will vomit, and vomit, and vomit, ' said a sympathetic 
informant. Sometimes these furies rub their genitals against his 
nose and mouth, and use his fingers and toes, in fact, any pro¬ 
jecting part of the body, for lascivious purposes.^ 
Other Sexual Outlets 
The widest class of sexual activity exoluded from native life 
^Ibid.. p. 274 
56 
is that comprising aberrations of the sexual impulse* The 
natives regard such practioe as bestiality, homosexual love 
and intercourse, fetishism, exhibitionism, and masturbation 
as but poor substitutes for the natural act, and therefore 
as bad and only worthy of fools. Such practices sire a sub¬ 
ject for derision, tolerant or scathing according to mood, 
for ribald jokes and for funny stories. Transgressions are 
rather whipped by public oontempt than controlled by definite 
legal sanctions. No penalties, are attached to them, nor 
are they believed to have any ill result on health. Nor 
would a native ever use the word taboo (bomala) when speaking 
of them, for it would be an insult thus to assume that any 
sane person would like to commit them. To ask a man seri¬ 
ously whether he had indulged in such practices would deeply 
wound his vanity and self-regard, as well as shock his nat¬ 
ural inclination. Vanity would be especially wounded, by 
implication that he must be unable to prooure the full nat¬ 
ural enjoyment of his impulse if he has to resort to such 
substitutes. 
Homosexuality 
...if it exists at all among the Trobrianders, (it) oan 
be found only in its more spiritual manifestation, that 
is, in emotional and platonio friendships. 
However, there are exceptions, 
...we must allow for unnatural conditions of life and the 
influence of other civilizations, many natives are under 
the present rule of whites, cooped up in gaol, on mission 
stations and in plantation barracks. Sexes are separated 
and normal intercourse made impossible; yet an impulse 
trained to function regularly cannot be thwarted. The 
white man's influence and his morality, stupidly mis¬ 
applied where there is no place for it, creates a set¬ 
ting favourable to homosexuality. The natives are perfect¬ 
ly well aware that veneral disease and homosexuality are 
among the benefits bestowed on them by Western oulture. 
Bestiality 
This is derided as an unclean and unsatisfactory makeshift, 
even more incongruous and comical than inversion. It is 
remarkable that among a totemie people—who olaim affinity 
*Ibld., pp. 469-470. 
2Ibid.. pp. 471. 
SIbid.. pp. 472-473 
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With animals, and treat the pig as a member of the household 
—animal sodomy should still be regarded as a dirty and un¬ 
natural practice. (There is however a well documented case 
of bestiality between man and dog. ) 
Sadism and Masochism 
Whether these complementary perversions play a large part in 
the sexual life of the natives I am unable to say. The cruel 
forms of caress—scratching, biting, spitting—to which a man 
has to submit to a greater extent even than the woman, show 
that, as elements in eroticism, they are not absent from native g 
love-making.. .flagellation as an erotic practice is entirely unknown.... 
Fellatio 
g 
’’This is probably practiced in the intimacy of love-making.” 
Masturbation 
...is a recognized practice often referred to in jokes. The 
natives maintain,...that it would be done only by an idiot 
(tongowa) or one of the unfortunate albinois, or one defective 
in speech; in other words, only those who can not obtain favours 
from women...is regarded as undifnified and unworthy of a man.1 * 3 4 * 6 
Nocturnal pollution and dreams 
"...are regarded as...the result of magic and a proof of effective- 
5 
ness." When wives find evidence of nocturnal emissions, they know 
that some woman is after her husband, and she fears that he may try to 
discover who is working magic on him. 
Exhibitionism 
0 
"...is regarded by the natives with genuine contempt and disgust...." 
1Ibid., pp. 473-474. 
2Ibid., p. 474. 
3Ibid. 
4Ibid., pp. 475-476. 




Heterosexual intercourse before marriage and after marriage (pre¬ 
marital and marital) is accepted, expected, and desirable. Homosexual¬ 
ity, masturbation, bestiality, fetishism, and exhibitionism are con¬ 
sidered poor substitutes for heterosexual intercourse, ridiculed, and 
condemned, however they are not considered bomala (taboo). Incest and 
adultery are taboo. 
CHAPTER VI 
THE UNITED STATES 
Background 
Hero in the United States, the attitudes and practices of love are 
almost as various as the many peoples who oall themselves Americans. 
There is, however, a dominant idea, "romantic love." This thought im- 
l 
plies that love and happiness are found when one finds, discovers, or 
recognises the right one (lover), the only one (lover). When one finds 
the person, all the rest, after marriage, is happiness and bliss. Al¬ 
though we fall in love, "romantically", we tend to reserve love (sexual 
intercourse) for marriage. Marriage is thought to be the time that the 
right one should realize love (sexual intercourse). Many Americans 
(old lovers, broken hearted lovers, married lovers, divorced lovers,) 
now know that this "romantic love" is a most misleading conceptualiza¬ 
tion of love in that bliss and happiness are seldom in that paokage of 
love. Nevertheless, the mass media still perpetuate this infatuating 
"romantic love? in the younger generation. 
Attitudes 
Sexual Attitudes in Middletown 
A heavy taboo, supported by law and by both religious and 
popular sanctions, rests upon sexual relationships between 
persons who are not married. There appears to be some tenta¬ 
tive relaxing of this taboo among the younger generation, but 
in general it is as strong today as in the country-seat of forty 
years ago. 
^-Robert and Helen Lynd, Middletown (New York, 1929), p. 112. 
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Some mini «ter» would refuse to marry persons 11 ring in 
’open (sexual) sin, ' though the marriage ceremony is commonly ^ 
regarded as the aooepted means of regularising such individuals* 
Sexual attitudes in Middletown in Transition 
The truth of the matter appears to be that Godfearing Middle- 
town is afraid of sex, as a force in its midst, afraid that it 
might break loose and run wild, and afraid to recognise too open¬ 
ly that those whom God hath joined together can be mismated. In 
theory, therefore, it averts its eyes and talks about marriage as 
a 'sacred institution;'; while daily in the courtrooms its business¬ 
men lawyers work in the natter-of-faot spirit of their world of 
personal contractual relations* 
Sex is one of the things Middletown has long been taught to 
fear* Its institutions—with the important exception of the 
movies and some of the periodicals it reads, both imported from 
outside culture—operate to keep the subject out of sight and 
out of mind as muoh as possible* The older matrons say, 'Thank 
goodness, I got my family raised and out of the way before these 
times came along4 ' Younger mother worry and feel inadequate* 
’Mother, how far shall I go?' asked the daughter of an intelli¬ 
gent business-class family* The mother, oonsoious of limitations 
in her own upbringing whioh had not helped her own adjustments 
replied that 'one must just use one's judgement,' and feeling 
uneasy over the inadequacy of her answer, she sought the advice 
of a progressive friend, who replied, 'But it doesn't help muoh 
to tell your daughter that, does it? You are just passing the 
buok to her*'1 2 3 4 
The following sums up Middletown's attitudes towards Sex* "That 
sex was 'given' to man for purposes of prooreation, not for personal 
enjoyment* That sexual relations before or outside of marriage are 
immoral,'* 
Sexual attitudes in Kent 
Unconcealed sex interest and activity ere widespread. Among non- 
1Ibid*, p. 114. 
2 
Robert and Helen Iynd, Middletown in Transition (New York, 1937), p. 162. 
gIbid., p. 169. 
4Ibid., p. 410. 
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respectable persons this behavior tends to be more frank, un¬ 
ashamed and public-sex and the values related to it are prom¬ 
inent features of the life-way of this category. Sex 
and sex experiences are important parts of ancedotes, banter, 
jokes, and boasts. In general, the behavior of respectables 
tends to be more discreet; however, in a community where one 
basis of fixing status or typing is the current sex liaison 
or recognized propensity or disposition for sex dalliance, 
references to upper status men such as the following are not 
uncommons ’He’ll play too, if he gets a chance or you let him.' 
Sex dalliance is taken for granted, and there is an enduring 
interest in the sex status and behavior of others. 
Sexual attitudes in Plainville, TJ. S. A. 
Sex education for Plainville boys is largely left up to 
’nature’ and, tacitly, to other boys. Sex is a subjeot which 
neither mothers nor fathers 'feel they could discuss' with 
their sons. Parents teach small children no names for their 
sex organs (beyond perhaps, the words 'this' or 'it'), and 
tell them no facts about childbirth. When a new baby is ex¬ 
pected, the other children are generally bundled off to a 
neighbor until after birth. They may be told that mother is 
'not feeling well.' 
Very 'modern' people, of course, explain, though the cult 
of explaining it in terms of birds and flowers failed to reach 
Plainville. And again, some lower element families tell their 
sons frankly ’where babies come from. ’ 2 
Pre-marital experience seems to occur often, and at an earlier 
age (than 17 or 18) among ’tough’ lads of lower-element families 
than among any others. The community's stated sexual ideals 
are the same for boys as for girls: chastity until monogamous 
marriage. As a matter of fact so much restraint is hardly ex¬ 
pected from boys. What is expected of a boy is enough secrecy 
to avoid gossip or scandal, and enough 'sense' to avoid ’trouble' 
--trouble meaning to catch a venereal disease or to impregnate 
a girl. Relative secrecy regarding a venereal disease can be 
guarded through treatments by the local doctor or an outside 
doctor, but ’serious girl trouble’ can result in expense ('hush 
money’ or the cost of sending the girl outside the canmunity for 
an abortion for childbirth), family disgrace, or an unfortunate 
marriage.3 
%ylan Lewis, Blackways of Kent (Chapel Hill, 1955), p. 83. 
^James West, Plainville, Ü.S.A. (New York, 1945), p. 191. 
3Ibid., p. 194. 
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Sexual attitudes in Elmtown 
Close personal association between the sexes according to the 
mores has one legitimate end: marriage. The folkways, however, 
recognize that a young couple may go together without any serious 
thoughts of marriage. A girl is not supposed to be a ’lady* if 
she admits enjoying the physical thrills connected with petting, 
but a number of girls readily say that they go with boys to have 
a good time, to be taken places, and to participate in petting 
parties. Boys are freer in "their admission about why they 'play* 
a certain girl than girls are in their motives with respect to 
a certain boy. This does not mean the girls’ intentions are 
more honorable than the boys’. Hie role they play in the game 
simply requires that they be more discreet about disoussing 
their emotional reactions. Girls learn from older girls and 
from the boys that they are expected to be submissive to phys¬ 
ical advances after the boy has made the proper overtures by 
bestowing material favors such as a show, a ride, food, candy, 
perhaps some small gift. Both boys and girls know that there 
has to be an exchange of favors or the game is not played to the 
mutual satisfaction of the players.^- 
Sexual attitudes in Crestwood Heights 
Food, sex, interesting activity must be provided by the wife 
to please and attract the husband. These activities the woman 
must enjoy equally with the man. She does not simply provide 
food, or sex, or parties; she must enter into them with equal ardor 
and gratification, or the husband will not be satisfied. 
The husband said that it (extra-marital intercourse) would not 
happen unless the man was unhappy at home....The male's sexual 
needs were more overpowering than the woman’s and therefore if 
the wife could not provide gratification, he had some justifi¬ 
cation. .. .2 
Sex Attitudes and the Church 
According to Kinsey, the most influential factor in the deter¬ 
mining of sexual expression in the United States is religion. "There 
is nothing in the English-American social structure which has more 
*A. B. Hollingshead, Elmtowns Youth (New York, 1947), p. 419. 
2John R. Seeley et al, Crestwood Heights (New York, 1966), p. 178. 
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influence upon present-day patterns of sexual behavior than the religious 
backgrounds of that culture."^ 
The strictly Orthodox Jewish code and the strict Catholic 
interpretations differ womewhat, but both of them consider 
sexual activities which do not offer the possibility of fruition 
in reproduction as morally wrong.2 
The intermediate positions of the Protestant groups are...in 
line with our understanding of the intermediate effectiveness 
of the control which the Protestant church attempts to exercise 
on sexual behavior. There are,...considerable differences be¬ 
tween Protestant sects on this matter and often greater differ¬ 
ences in the interpretation of sexual moralities among clergy¬ 
men of the same sect. In general, the more liberal groups of 
the Protestant church make sexual appraisals which are close to 
the Talmud portion and of the Catholic natural law; but a more 
liberal portion of the Protestant clergy is inclined to reinterpret 
all types of sexual behavior in terns of the total social adjust¬ 
ment of the individual.® 
Hetero-Sexual Intercourse 
Pre-Marital 
Its occurrence in non-marital histories has been condemned by 
every religious group, practically without exception, in our 
Western European-American culture.4 
Marital Coitus 
...marital intercourse...a few of the religious groups...(groups 
where data were adequate for analyzing the frequencies of marital 
intercourse) is considtently affeoted by the degree of church 
affiliation. In practically every instance the religiously active 
groups engage in marital intercourse less frequently then the 
religiously inactive groups^...® 
^Male, p. 465. 
2Ibid., p. 483. 
®Ibid., p. 485. 
4Ibid., p. 479. 
5Ibid., pp. 479-482. 
Extra Marital 
The spécifié legal restrictions on extra-marital coitus( or 
adultery as it is known in Anglo-American law, largely origi¬ 
nate in Jewish and Roman oodes, but aoquire their force more 
particularly from the Catholic oodes whioh allow fewer ex¬ 
ceptions than the original Jewish oodes»1 2 * 
Homosexual Intercourse 
In general*•.the highest inoidenoes of the homosexual are 
among the non-devout groups, and the lowest inoidenoes are 
to be found among the more devout groups* 
In the Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish groups on whioh we 
have samples, fewer of the devout females were involved in 
homosexual oontaot to the point of orgasm, and distinctly 
more of the females who were least devout religiously*•••* 
Animal Contacts 
The Catholic code on animal contacts logically follows the 
general concept that sexual function is justified only as 
a means of procreation, primarily in marriage, and all con¬ 
tacts between the human female or male and an animal of 
another species are consequently contrary to nature, a 
perversion of the primary function of sex, and sinful in 
deed or desire*4 * 
Masturbation 
"*•• few*«.peoples have condemned masturbation as severely as the 
Jews hase**® 
The Catholio boy is told that masturbation is a carnal sin, 
particularly because it is so often aooompamied by erotic 
fantasies whioh represent an improper use of functions which 
should be reserved for contacts whioh might lead to reproduc¬ 
tion* *.*6 
1Ibid., p. 462. 
2Ibid*. p. 465. 
SIbid., p. 483 
4 
Pemalc, p. 607* 
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Through most of its past history the Protestant church has 
been as severe in its condemnation of 'self abuse' as either 
the Jewish or the Catholic groups, and some Protestant clergy¬ 
men maintain such attitudes today* However, many Protestant 
clergymen now accept medical, psychological, and biological 
opinion that masturbation does no physical harm.l 
Petting 
The Catholic philosophy, the general principles concerning 
venial and carnal sin certainly apply to many of the tech¬ 
niques that are utilized in petting...» It is surprising, 
therefore, that there has not been more specific religious 
objection to petting, and that the young people of all faiths 
have so uniformly ignored what objections they have heard.^ 
Among the females in the sample, the chief restraint on pet¬ 
ting and on petting which leads to orgasm seems to have been 
the religious tradition against it...it appears to have limit¬ 
ed the frequencies, the times and the places, and the tech¬ 
niques of the petting that was done.® 
Nocturnal Emission 
"Nocturnal emissions represent the one type of sexual outlet to 
which there is a minimum of religious objection. 
Sex Attitudes and Social Level 
Kinsey relates that each social level has its pattern of sex atti¬ 
tudes and is convinced that each is the best. The lower levels regard 
pre-marital intercourse as natural, while masturbation, and petting are 
viewed as unnatural. Because these practices are held to be natural or 
unnatural, participation in them or abstinence from them is right. How- 
1 
Ibid. 
2Ibid., p. 477. 
S 
Female, p. 247. 
4 
Male, p. 476. 
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ever, the upper level tends to regard morality and sexual morality as 
synonymous. This level believes that the sexual relations of a man should 
be confined to his -wife in marriage. For this level sex is a moral issue 
and attitudes of cleanliness, uprightness, manliness and etc., are asso¬ 
ciated with sexual abstinence. 
There are, of course, variations within each level. The upper class 
male might rationalize his deviation frcsn his sex standard on the basis 
of love, and have ooitus with his fiancee.- The middle or lower class 
male might not "touch" the girl he loves until marriage, but have inter¬ 
course with girls he does not really love. Some middle class males, 
who have coitus with many girls, insist that they will not marry a girl 
unless she is a virgin. Kinsey further states that there are seme lower 
level individuals who see no moral issue in sexual behavior. Therefore, 
intercourse is both human and natural, and will triumph over morals, even 
though these individuals may realize that intercourse is wrongl 
In the upper level oode of sexual morality, there is nothing 
so important as the preservation of the virginity of the female 
and, to a somewhat lesser degree, the similar preservation of the 
viginity of the male until the time of marriage...whether con¬ 
sciously or unconsciously, petting is chosen by the upper level 
because intercourse destroys virginity and is, therefore, un¬ 
acceptable. .. .There are many males in the upper level who 
develop a fine art of achieving orgasm by petting techniques 
which avoid intercourse. The youth who may have experienced 
orgasm scores or hundreds of times in petting, and who may have 
utilize every type of petting technique, including mouth- 
genital contacts, still has the satisfaction of knowing that 
he is still a virgin, as his level defines virginity. There 
are even esses of males who effect genital union; but be¬ 
cause they avoid orgasm while in such union they persuade 
themselves that they are still virgins. The illogio of the 
situation emphasizes the fact that the basic issue is one of 
conforming with the code (the avoidance of pre-marital inter¬ 
course, the preservation of one's virginity', which is of para¬ 
mount importance in the mores of this social level. 
The lower educational levels see no sense in this. They 
have nothing like this strong taboo against pre-marital inter¬ 
course and, on the contrary, accept it as natural and inevit- 
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able and a desirable thing. Lower level taboos are more often 
turned against an avoidance of intercourse, and against any 
substitution for simple and direct coitus. t Petting involves a 
considerable list of techniques which may be acceptable to the 
college group, and to some degree to the high sohool group, but 
whioh are quite taboo at lower levels. •• It is just beoause 
petting involves these techniques, and because it substitutes 
for actual intercourse, that it is considered a perversion by 
the lower level.* 
There is nothing in the behavior of the upper level which 
is more responsible than petting is for the general opinion 
that college students are sexually wild. The lower level has 
many times as much pre-marital intercourse as the college male 
has, and it is not the intercourse of the college student 
whioh is the source of the lower level* s criticism. It is the 
faot that petting may be engaged in for many hours without 
arriving at intercourse—it is the faot that intercourse it¬ 
self is not more often accepted as a pre-marital outlet by the 




About two thirds (64 per cent) of the married females in 
our sample had experienced sexual orgasm prior to their marriage.® 
At the grade sohool level, 91 per cent of the city boys may be 
involved between the ages of 21 and 25, but only 80 per cent of the 
farm boys. At the college level in the same age period, 55 per 
cent of the city boys have some pre-marital intercourse and shout 47 
per cent of the farm boys.^ 
Marital Coitus.— 
For most females and males, coitus in marriage provides, in 
the oourse of their lives, a larger proportion of their total 
sexual outlet than any other single type of activity.® 
Wlo., p. 379. 
2Ibid., p. 381. 
2 
Female, p. 282. 
Malei p. 455. 
5 
Female, p. 341. 
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Extra-Marital.— About a quarter of the married women in the Kinsey 
sample had had extra-marital intercourse by the age of forty* About one 
in six and one in ten was having extra-marital intercourse between the 
ages of twenty six and fifty. "*.*it is probably safe to suggest that 
about half of all the married males have intercourse with women other 
than wives, at some time while they are married."^ 
Positions.—"Throughout the population as a whole, a high propor¬ 
tion of all the intercourse is had*• «with the female supine, on her 
O 
back, with the male above and facing the'female•,M 
The next most commonly used position is coitus with the male supine 
and the female above* Other positions used are* coitus where the two 
face each other sideways, vaginal entrance from the rear, sitting, and 
standing* 
Homosexual Intercourse 
Some 17 per cent of the females in Kinsey's sample from the age of 
ten to about thirty had sexual relations with other females* 19 per oent 
of the females in the entire sample* by the age of forty, had deliberate 
and oonsoious contact with other females* 
In these terms (of physieal oontaot to the point of orgasm), 
• ••at least 57 per oent of the male population has some homo¬ 
sexual experience between the beginning of adolescence and old 
age.... This is moire than one male in three of the persons 
that one may meet as he passes along a city street*® 
*Male, p* 565. 
2Ibid., p. 574. 
5 
Ibid., p. 622. 
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Animal Contacts 
In 26 out of the 5793 adult histories on which we have data 
concerning animal contaots, the human female had been brought to 
orgasm by her sexual oontaots with animal, chiefly as a result 
of the animal*s manipulation of her genitalia with its mouth. 
"In the total population, only one male in twelve or fourteen (esti- 
2 
mated at about 8%) ever has sexual experience with animals. 
Masturbation 
"Masturbation is the one (type of sexual activity) in which the 
second largest number of females engage both before and after marriage."3 4 
"About 62 per cent of all females in the sample had masturbated at some 
time in the course of their lives. 
... about 92 per cent of the total population is involved in 
masturbation which leads to orgasm..•• More individuals (96%) 
of the college level and 95 per cent of the high sohool group, 
are ultimately inoluded, fewer (89%) of the males who never go 
beyond grade sohool.3 
Petting 
"Of the six possible types of sexual aotivity, heterosexual petting 
is the one in which the largest number of females engage before marriage, 
g 
.... By the age of fifteen, about 40 per oent of the females in Kinsey's 
sample had engaged in heterosexual petting. By 18 years of age between 
69 per cent and 95 per oent of these females had experienced heterosexual 
petting. "About 90 per oent of the entire sample and nearly 100 per oent 
^Female, p. 506. 
2 
Male, p. 670. 
3 
Female, p. 132. 
4Ibid., p. 142. 
6Male, p. 499. 
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of thoso who had married, had had some sort of petting experience prior 
to marriage* •••^’ 
Petting is pre-eminently an activity of youth of the high 
school and college levels* In both of these groups about 92 
per cent of all the males are involved before marriage*.•• 
• «•Petting at upper social levels may be indefinitely pro¬ 
longed, even into hours of intensive erotio play, and usually 
never arrives at coitus* Orgasm as a product of petting ooours 
among 16 per eent of the males of the grade school level, and 
over 61 per cent of the college-bred males who are not married 
by the age of 30.  2 * 
Nocturnal Emission 
"A high percentage of all males experience nooturnal emissions at 
some time in their lives..*83 per cent is involved....*® 
Over 99 per eent of the males who go to college have nooturnal 
emissions at some time in their lives, but only 85 per cent of the 
high school males, and only 75 per cent of the males who never go 
beyond grads school... .4 5 
Prostitution 
A prostitute is one, male or female, who provides sexual outlet in 
return for money. There are female prostitutes for females, male pro¬ 
stitutes for females, and male prostitutes for males. The fore-mentioned 
prostitutes are relatively rare in comparison to female prostitutes who 
provide sexual outlet for males* 
•••about 69 per cent of the total white male population 
ultimately has some experience with prostitutes,«.There are... 
a few males who never have heterosexual relations except with 
prostitutes* 
1Ibid., p. 233. 
2Male, p. 537. 
gIbid., p. 519. 
4Ibid. 
5 
Ibid,, p. 597. 
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Conclusion 
In the American culture I have recorded all of the types of sexual 
outlets and a variety of attitudes toward sexual behavior* Ihen one 
realizes that Kinsey regarded Sexual Behavior in the Human Male and 
Sexual Behavior in the Human Female as "progress reports" (my quota¬ 
tions), one is aware that there is muoh still to be learned and to be 
recorded in this area of human behavior* Obviously* all of the types 
of sexual outlets oould not be discussed in detail* All of the diverse 
attitudes could not be recorded. 
The most accepted* and respected pattern of sexual behavior is mari¬ 
tal heterosexual intercourse^ Heterosexual petting is a practice which 
is permitted and pardonable* Margaret Mead calls petting the compromise 
in heterosexual relations for teenagers* 
Masturbation* homosexuality* pre-marital intercourse* extra marital 
intercourse and sexual relations with animals are frowned upon and for¬ 
bidden by the mores* 
In a large* heterogenous* dynamie society like the American culture 
the above attitudes toward patterns of sexual behavior are neither con¬ 
stant nor consistent* Ofttimes* the folkways are against the mores. In 
many places the mores are thought about in theory, forgot about in prac¬ 
tice* and worried about after the particular act or relationship. This 
worrying afterwards* so prevalent in our oulture* seems to be absent in 
primitive cultures. This worrying, and guilt feeling in regards to sex¬ 
ual expression is an outstanding and formidable characteristic of sexual 
behavior in American culture. 
CHAPTER VII 
CONCLUSION 
My purpose was to discover the attitudes and practices of sex ia 
several cultures by stating what types of sexual outlets are aocepted, and 
desired, permitted and pardoned, and forbidden, tabooed, and frowned upon. 
It was also my purpose to see whether or not an exploitative element may be 
present in love staking. 
The cultures discussed seem to regard heterosexual intercourse as the 
most desirable and most acceptable type of sexual activity. However, the 
converse is not universally true. Primitive people, such as the Filaga, 
and Siriono, see sex as a drive to be satisfied like hunger, however this 
satisfaction takes place within culturally prescribed patterns. Some 
cultures, like Truk and the Trobriand Islanders, have bachelor houses where 
an adolescent and his lover could satisfy this drive. The male Siriono is 
a sexual opportunist. The Pilaga are probably the most sexual Uninhibited 
culture presented in this paper. Americans tend to regard sex as ’’something" 
you might condenscend to periodically, but an activity which is not to be 
thought about too much, or talked about too frequently. Heterosexual inter¬ 
course is reserved for married couples. 
One of the major problems in separations and marriages is sexual malad¬ 
justment. 
...sexual adjustment between a husband and wife is responsible for 
a major part of the requests for divorce or separation. Sexual 
maladjustment was found to be a contributing factor in the break up 
by divorce or separation of three-fourth of the marriages of men 
of the college level. Both the male and female contribute to this 
unhappy result. The male has little skill or is too inhibited in 
his sexual approaches. The woman is far more inhibited and either 
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objects to all intercourse or to any new coital techniques. The 
report (Kinsey) states that numerous divorces turn on the wife’s 
refusal to accept some item in coital technique which may be a 
commonplace in human behavior. ^ 
As children grow...it is oustomary in our culture to teach them 
that they must no longer make physical contacts, and must inhibit 
their emotional responses....Many persons believe that this re¬ 
straint should be maintained until the time of marriage. Then, 
after marriage, the husband, and wife are supposed to break down 
all of their inhibitions and make physioal and emotional adjustments 
which will contribute to the solidarity of the marital relationship. 
Unfortunately, there is no magic in a marriage ceremony which can 
accomplish this. The record indicates that a very high proportion 
of the females, in particular, and a considerable number of the males 
find it difficult after marriage to redevelop the sort of freedom 
with which they made contacts as ohildren, and to learn again how to 
respond without inhibition to physical and emotional oontacts with 
other persons.^ 
We may ask the question: Does intercourse before marriage diminish 
sexual maladjustment, or aid sexual adjustment in marriage? 
Jules and Zunia Henry do not discuss sexual relations of the adult 
Pilaga. However, judging from the uninhibited sexual freedom of the 
children, it might be reasonable to infer that the pilaga Indians make a 
satisfying sexual adjustment. 
However, a satisfying sexual adjustment might help to break up a Pilaga 
marriage. If a satisfying sexual adjustment can be thought of as one which 
provides pleasure and pregnancy, then pregnancy brings problems. From the 
sixth month of pregnancy until the new baby is able to run about, a husband 
can not have intercourse with his wife. His wife must go to his village 
until the baby is born. During this period the husband is free to seek 
other sex partners. Meanwhile his pregnant wife is in his village, is a 
^Jerome Himelhoch and Sylvania Fava, Sexual Behavior in American 
Society (New York, 1955), p. 236. 
2Female, p. 328. 
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stranger to his kinsman, and is fearful of sorcery. She may attempt an 
abortion* Unmarried women frequently have abortions because the Pilaga 
believe that no children can be bora without a father. Nevertheless, a 
child is a sign of a husband's "good work" and gives the husband status in 
his wife's village. A child, also,gives the marriage an appearance of a 
more stable union. 
The Truk Islanders, like the Pilaga, engage in pre-marital intercourse, 
but pre-marital intercourse apparently contributes little to marital sexual 
adjustment. This is because marital intercourse is obligatory in nature 
with feelings of reserve. Extra-marital relations are characterized by 
strong emotions and freedom from inhibitions. The adolescent must learn to 
shed his restraint and reveal his emotions, whioh is the opposite of what 
he has been taught to do. He must learn sexual prowess and "until they have 
become fully proficient in sexual techniques boys will continue to be 
hesitant and girls will not yet find they have many lovers."^ The male may 
have the time to acquire these skills, however most of the girls of marriage 
age are married. While single,the male lacks full status and social and 
’ economic seourity. Marriage accords the male full status, however there are 
limitations on the degree to which most married couples give free rein to 
their emotions in intercourse because "in most respects the husband-wife re¬ 
lationship entails the same sort of restraint in relations with other kin... 
Pre-marital intercourse is accepted behavior among the Siriono. Holm- 
berg gives us little or no information about sexual adjustment in marriage. 
^Thomas Gladwin and Seymour B. Sarason, Truk* Man in Paradise, Viking 
Fund Publications in Anthropology No. 20 (New York, 1953), p, <177. 
2Ibid., p. 280. 
n 2 
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Since intercourse is actively engaged in, and parents admire a sign of 
’ sexual interest in their children, there is high probability that pre-marital 
intercourse does help towards marital sexual adjustment, 
Pre-marital intercourse is also, accepted and respected among the 
Trobriand Islanders. They spend much time making themselves sexually 
attractive. A satisfying sex partner is greatly desired, and free and un¬ 
limited experience among adolescent often results in the making and mating 
of sexually desirable couples. 
As free as sexual intercourse is in all of the previously discussed 
cultures, adultery is frequently a cause for disputes, quarrels, separations, 
and divoroe. 
In the United States pre-marital intercourse is forbidden by the "mores," 
but it is often in accord with the "ways of the folk." Kinsey states: 
"While pre-marital experience is orgasm attained in masturbation and 
petting also shows a positive correlation with the capacity to reaoh 
orgasm in marital coitus...there is no sort of experience which 
shows a higher positive correlation with orgasmic success in marriage 
than coitus before marriage. 
Any determination of the social desirability or undesirability 
of pre-marital ooitus might,...take into account the emotional effects 
of the individual whenever he or she engages in my type of sooially 
taboo behavior, the actual damage that activity may do the social 
organisation, the desirability of resolving some of the conflicts be¬ 
tween the biologically normal urge to have ooitus and the effects of 
abstinence or of pre-marital experience on the ultimate success of a 
marriage.1 
Any further discussion of the role of pre-marital intercourse in marital 
sexual adjustment, or of its role in diminishing marital sexual maladjust¬ 
ment, must define adjustment and maladjustment. Does maladjustment mean 
failure to achieve orgasm? Does it mean failure to have children? Does it 
1 Female, P» 330. 
76 
mean failure to experiment and to try new and various coitus teohniquesf 
Does maladjustment mean any, all, or none of these! Is adjustment necessarily 
the opposite of maladjustment? If extra-marital relations and adultery are 
considered maladjustment, the problem of maladjustment is greatly magnified. 
It is even possible that pre-marital sexual intercourse has little or nothing 
to do with sexual adjustment in marriage ! 
According to Landis and his co-workers, poor sexual adjustment 
in marriage tends to be positively correlated with unwillingness to 
engage in any sexual activity save ooitus...Landis feels that in 
his subjects the primary cause of the maladjustment was an unfavorable 
attitude toward intercourse which, in turn, was generalised to in¬ 
clude a negative attitude toward any sort of intimacy.^- 
We have seen that sexual activity is a drive like hunger in Pilaga and 
Siriono oultures, an adolescent pastime among the Trobrianders, a contest, 
extra-maritally, an obligation, maritally, among the Truk Islanders, and an 
activity which is supposed to be reserved to married couples in American 
oulture. In all these situations, there may be muoh exploitation of the 
sexual partner. Since exploitation may exist in anxiety, frustration, hatred, 
hostility and physical aggression, let us examine soarification and mutilation 
in coitus, and the doll pity of Pilaga ohildren. 
Castration, ohange of sex, the making of penises which look like breasts, 
piling on the mother and/or father dolls, and intercourse in the doll play 
of Pilaga children reveal their hostility and aggression toward their 
parents. During intercourse the female claws the male's face, back, and 
chest, and the male is not expected to restrain her. This practice is 
characteristic of ooitus among the Siriono, Trobrianders, and Truk Islanders 
also. The male Pilaga and the male Trobriand Islander are expected to 
^Clellan S. Ford et al. Patterns of Sexual Behavior (London, 1952), 
p. 41. 
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withstand this mutilation because it is a sign of manliness. Both sex 
partners among the Siriono and the Trukese engage in soarring and scratching 
activity, however usually only female Truk Islander mutilate the males. 
These love scars serve as momentos, and the Siriono are quite proud of them. 
There are at least four explanations which we may suggest fbr this ex¬ 
ploitative activity: 1) that the activity results from hostility, hatred, 
frustration, and aggression; 2) that this activity is engendered in the 
passion, rapture, and thrill of sexual intercourse; 3) that this activity 
results from a combination of these factors, and 4) that this activity re¬ 
sults from another factor, or other faotors. 
It appears that the mutilation of the male by the female in Pilaga 
culture results from hostility, hatred, frustration, and aggression. She 
has no status; she can obtain no status. She works hard, receives no 
recognition, and continually fears starvation, and the loss of her husband 
by pregnancy and other women. The only time she has the upper hand is during 
the courting dance and intercourse. She takes this upper hand and with her 
fingernails claws bloody streams into her lover's faoe, chest and back. The 
nature of the doll play of the children reflect their insecurity, frustration, 
hostility, and aggression against their parents and each other. 
The Truk Islanders seek extra-marital intercourse so they can give full 
ventage to their frustrations, anxiety, hostility, inhibitions. Biting and 
sucking of the tongue may take place during coitus, and cigarette burns, 
fingernail merks, and incisions by sharp objects terminate the relationship. 
The scratching activity of the Siriono may be a combination of love and 
hostility. The men take their tensions, accusations of adultery, suspicions 
of adultery, failure in hunting, and various conflicts out on their wives 
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and, in a limited manner, in wrestling matches during drinking fests. Hunt¬ 
ing helps the male to dissipate a lot of his anger* The wives take their 
conflicts and anxieties out on co-wives, and other women who are suspected 
of committing adultery with their husbands. During coitus, both parties 
scratch and bite, and emerge proud of their love soars. 
The vicious sexual assaults by the women on the island of Yakuts, in 
the Trobriand Islands,against strangers and visitors is evidently a form of 
hostility and aggression. However, sexual intercourse in the Trobriand 
Islands involves biting, sucking of the tongue, and scratching. During the 
Kamall only the females lacerate and slash the males. This is a fora of 
feminine wooing on the part of the women. The males withstand this wooing 
because it is a sign of manliness. In regards to the account of the women 
of Vakuta, Malinowski says that he was informed about this type of behavior, 
but had never witnessed it. Therefore, this type of behavior represents 
hostility in one oontext, feminine wooing and a sign of manliness in another 
context, and results in love play and sexual intercourse in another context. 
Ford and Beach stater 
There are a number of people whose stereotype of intense love-making 
includes scratching, biting, and pulling the hair of the sexual 
partner. In contrast, there are other societies in which these forms 
of stimulation appear to be totally lacking. It is our conclusion 
that for most people high levels of erotic arousal tend to generate 
moderately assaultive tendencies. And, furthermore, that for the 
majority of human beings painful stimulation which is not too intense 
is likely to increase rather than decrease the level of sexual excite¬ 
ment. The inherited capacity to derive satisfaction from this kind 
of stimulation is greatly modified by learning and experience. Our 
oros8-oultural evidence strongly suggests that societies which in¬ 
corporate painful stimulation in the approved forma of foreplay also 
provide ample opportunity for the developing individual to learn the 
faoilitative effects of the resulting sensations.^ 
•4bid., pp. 66-67. 
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In the light of the preceding statement we must ask ourselves, is 
this mutilation and soarifioation exploitative? Is it exploitative when 
such behavior is expected and accepted, as it is in the Truk and Trobriand 
Islands, and among the Siriono and Pilaga? If pain is at one end of a con¬ 
tinuum and pleasure at the other end, then the range involves painful 
pleasure and pleasureful pain. Nevertheless, is there not still an ex¬ 
ploitative element in sexual relations? 
When couples engage in intercourse and only one partner derives 
satisfaction and pleasure, has not someone been "had,” used, or exploited? 
When a husband is denied sexual relations with his wife, which he is entitled 
to by the marital contract, by his wife because he refuses to buy her a new 
hat or Easter outfit, is this not a form of exploitation? When a person 
finds a satisfying sex partner, does he or she not want, and may even try, 
to confine, contain, keep, and possess him or her as one uses one's shower- 
bath. A shower is a handy and satisfying device when one wants and one 
needs a pleasant, satisfying, stimulating and cleansing experience. One just 
turns it on for as long as one likes, and then turns it off, but one always 
keeps it at hand. To maintain "the shower act," or to oontrol the "shower 
effect," one may engage the sex partner, marry the sex partner and/or 
threaten the sex partner. To insure that no one else will share the "shower 
act," the sexual partner may even be destroyed. 
Perhaps this desire to control and confine the sex partner is only 
ch&raoteristic of "civilized" societies.' That is, societies where the 
cultural interests involve the production, accumulation, concentration, 
and distribution of wealth, power, and/or prestige. Plato speaks of the 
desire of the lover to out off his beloved from his family and friends and 
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to render hi» (the beloved) subservient to him (the lover) only. By the 
third century B.C., Rome had a double standard. 
...Cato is quoted as saying, 'If you were to catch your irife 
in adultery, you would kill her with impunity without trial; 
but if she were to catch you, she would dare to lay a finger 
upon you.'1 
In the Mexican village of Tepoztlan, a sort of a "Middletcwa, " Mexico, 
we flndj 
It is the wife's duty to submit and the husband's prerogative to 
demand. It is believed that women have less naturaleza, that is, 
they are sexually weaker than men... .Husbands do not complain if 
their wives are not eager for or do not enjoy sexual intercourse. 
Frigidity is considered a source of security by the husband, for 
the assumption is that a frigid wife will not seek sexual eontaet 
elsewhere....Women who are passionate and who 'need* men are referred 
to as loca (orazy), and it is believed to be an abnormal condition 
frequently brought about by black magic....Few husbands give attention 
to the question of their sexual satisfaction...sexual play is a 
technique men reserve for the seduction of other women. 
Much of the women's expressed attitudes toward sexual relations 
with their husbands dwell upon its negative aspects and reveal feelings 
of self-righteousness which border on martyrdom. Women speak of sub¬ 
mitting to their husbands's 'abuse" because it is their obligation to 
do so. 
These three examples serve to indicate that the desire to control the 
sex partner and the "shower effect" is a characteristic of these "civilised" 
societies. In our society, the double standard serves this same purpose. 
Further research in "civilised" societies and primitive cultures may reveal 
that this exclusive exploitation of the sex partner, usually the female, is 
characteristic of the sex relationship in civilised countries. 
There have been a few attempts to study promiscuity, and many opinions 
about promiscuity. However, it is generally accepted that the human male is 
^Stuart A. Queen and John B. Adams, The Family in Various Cultures 
(New York, 1952), p. 138. 
2 
Oscar Lewis, Life in A Mexican Villages Tepozltaa Revisited (Urbana, 
1951), p. 326. 
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more promiscuous than the human female. 
Case histories and psychiatric studies reveal that the 
number of girls who are psychological delinquents is comparatively 
small. Girls do not set up promiscuity as a goal to attain. In¬ 
stead, they drift into it through pressure of circumstances or en¬ 
vironment and for a variety of social, economic and emotional 
reasons.^ 
Promiscuity., .WP.S revealed to be a problem in interpersonal 
relationships.. .was engaged in in an attempt to solve other 
problems. In nearly all cases, this behavior appeared to be the 
result of conflicts, inadequacies or disorganization within the 
personality. Incapacity for sustained love relationships, or im¬ 
pairment of that capacity, was revealed by almost every patient. 
Active hostility toward women was present in varying degrees among 
some of the men.... 
Our psychiatric study thus indicated that much of the sexual 
behavior of promiscuous men and women represents an effort to 
substitute sexual activity for more appropriate responses as a 
solution to emotional problems not related directly to sex need or 
sex expression. Sexual promiscuity appeared to be a response to 
emotional and environmental problems. Thus we reached the con¬ 
clusion that sexual promiscuity is a psychiatric problem.® 
The greater the insecurity in a person, the greater the 
tendency to indulge in sexual excesses....Frustrations in child¬ 
hood often lead to excessive masturbation. Promiscuity in itself 
is a form of emotional immaturity. It presents the seeking of ’many 
loves’ because of more deep or unconscious feeling of frustration.4 
Sinoe patients are considered sick people, and therefore contain the 
^Thomas E. Connolly, "Social Treatment of the Sexually Promiscuous," 
Journal of Social Hygiene, IXXVII (June, 1951), p. 261. 
^Lester Kirkendall, "Sound Attitudes Toward Sex," Journal of Social 
Hygiene, XXXVIII (June, 1951), p. 244. 
Richard A. Koch, "Social and Educational Factors in the Prevention 
of Venereal Disease, and How San Francisco Deals with VD and Sexual Pro¬ 
miscuity in A Conanunity Program Based on Education for Family Life," Journal 
of Social Hygiene, XXXVII (June, 1950), p. 508. 
4Frank S. Caprio, The Sexually Adequate Female (New York, 1953), 
p. 130. 
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symptoms of their maladies, one might question the validity of the follow¬ 
ing studies as an attempt to explain promiscuity. Are all who are promis¬ 
cuous mentally ill or disturbed? These experts may answer yes; however, it 
is not necessarily so.' On the other han<^ because a lot of promiscuous men 
and women are not in clinios and hospitals does not mean that they are well, 
that they are not suffering from mental disturbances.' Thus, it is with this 
opinion, plus the generally accepted fact that men are more promiscuous than 
women,that many people believe that infidelity on the part of the American 
husbands is not due to the animal nature of the male human animal, but due 
to his feelings of insecurity, inadequacy, and frustration. 
In certain cases, it is currently held that much of the infidelity on 
the part of American husbands is due to his feelings of insecurity and in¬ 
adequacy. Can the infidelity of the Pilaga, Siriono, Truk or Trobriand 
Islander shed any light on this point of view? 
There is certainly economic insecurity on the part of the male Pilaga 
and male Siriono. They must constantly pursue game to keep from starving. 
I have no evidenoe to support a statement to the effect that the infidelity 
on the part of the male Pilaga and/or the male Siriono is due to his feelings 
of insecurity and inadequacy. Sex for them is a drive like hunger, and 
satisfied like hunger. Therefore it is easy to see that as a male Pilaga 
or male Siriono, though starving, might tire of harpy eagle or fish every 
day, he may also tire of the same sex partner. And, since there are other 
sex partners to be had, he avails himself of them. 
It is a mark of status for the Siriono to have more than one wife. 
Being a good hunter is great status, but being a virile sex partner enhances 
this status. When there is a lot of food there is a lot of intercourse, and 
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when there is little food there is little intercourse. The female Siriono 
enjoys food and sex about as much as the male Siriono. 
Although the scarcity of food, failure to share food, and the fear of 
sorcery may give the male Pilaga feelings of insecurity and inadequacy, it 
is hard to see how this jeopardizes his status. In Pilaga culture, the male 
has all of the status, and need not worry about losing it. If anyone is 
secure, or should feel security, it is the male Pilagai . 
There is much insecurity in the male Truk Islander as he tries to keep 
his wife and her relatives satisfied, and to maintain harmony with his kins* 
men. His risk is greater in extra-marital affairs because he must initiate 
the affair and visit the woman in her house, in most instances. Neverthe¬ 
less, the men are more inhibited, but place greater emphasis on sexual 
prowess. "Possibly this may in some way be related to the fact that women 
are more aggressive and in some way or other sexually threatening to them."* 
If this is the case, is it not possible that wherever male dominance 
is seriously threatened by the female, there is a tendency on his part to 
overemphasize the penis and sexual prowess? 
In the Trobriend Islands, marriage gives the male security and status. 
He has a household, and his wife's family gives him a yearly tribute of yams. 
Extra-marital intercourse results in divorce, suicide, or sorcery. 
Jealousy, with or without adequate reason, and adultery are the 
two factors in tribal life which put most strain on the marriage 
tie. In law, custom and public opinion, sexual appropriation is 
exclusive. There is no lending of wives, no exchange, no waiving 
of marital rights in favor of another man. Any such breach of 
marital fidelity is as severly condemned in the Trobriands as it 
is in Christian principle and European law; indeed the most 
^Bronislaw Malinowski, The Sexual Life of Savages in North-Western 
Melanesia (New York, 1922), pp. Il4-ll5. 
84 
puritanical public opinion among ourselves is not more strict... 
the rules are as often and as easily broken, circumvented, and 
condoned as in our own society. 
In the Trobriands the norms are strict, and though deviations 
from them are frequent, they are neither open nor, if discovered, 
unatoned; they are certainly never taken as a matter of course.^- 
Among the Trobriand Islanders, a woman’s brother, the brother next to 
her, is the legal head of her (husband's) family. Therefore, a male is still 
in the dominant position in the culture, even though the culture is matrilineal. 
However, husband and wife work side by side and share many of the household 
duties. Insecurity causes the male to marry rather than to seek extra¬ 
marital coitus. His extra-marital coitus appears to result from his inability 
to settle down after marriage, which would result in a type of restricted 
sexual outlet the opposite of that to which he is accustomed to. 
In our complex society there are many tensions, frustrations, and 
anxieties which impinge on men as they seek economic security, emotional 
security, and self-expression. However, one of the more subtle tensions or 
frustration is the ohanging status of the so-called weaker sex and her in¬ 
creasing competition and independence due to equal economic opportunities. 
In our society it is almost common knowledge that women control most of the 
money of this country, that the major industries (e.g. automobile, textile, 
advertising and etc.) cater to them, and that women constitute a very 
important body politic at the polls. Articles such as "Masculine Aspirations 
in Women" in Psychiatry (Ovesy, November, 1956) and "Cultural Pressures in 
the Psychology of Women" in Psyohiatry (Thompson, August, 1942), and books 
such as Mead's Male and Female and The Decline of the American Male by the 
editors of Look magasine reveal the striving of today's woman, her progress 
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and some of the effects of these on today's man, end his predicament. 
Thus, the American male must not only compete during the day with qualified 
males, but he must also compete with qualified females, and return home 
where he eats and sleeps, and his wife is head of the house, and controller 
of the children! 
If feelings of insecurity, inadequacy, and frustration foster promiscuity, 
might not promiscuity increase? And if so, chanoes are that more married 
women may engage in extra-marital coitus, if only because of their husband's 
infidelity! Chances are also that the attitudes toward extra-marital coitus 
may beoome more tolerant. Since there are so many more women than men, and 
since more male babies die in the first year of birth than female babies, 
and since more married men die before married women,• promiscuity among women 
may be, and/or become more widespread outside of marriage than is generally 
known or suspected? Again we may pose the question, are the promiscuous 
necessarily sick? In a highly competitive society like ours with a commodity 
suoh as men, a little low in supply and consistently in demand, and becoming 
the forgotten member of the family, the attitudes and practices which the 
sexes exhibit toward each other merit careful observation! 
Sexual behavior is one area of human behavior which Americans fear! 
But, it is an area of human behavior which is too basic to leave to fear, 
ignorance, chance and ciroumstanoe. It involves the basis of all life. 
The work done by Malinowski, Holmberg, and Kinsey are great strides 
forward into an emotionally charged wilderness, what they saw, heard, and 
read, and what they did not see, did not hear, and did not read reflect the 
attitudes, sentiments, opinions, beliefs, and ideas of a culture which seeks 
to confine sexual behavior to married couples and married life. Other 
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cultures are -viewed by them through this peep-hole on the arc of human 
potentiality in sexual behavior. 
One fact stands out quite clearly. We do not know enough about human 
sexual behavior! Another fact is quite evident! fear, ignorance, anxiety, 
and the "birds" and the "bees" will not solve our sex crimes, sexual malad¬ 
justment before, during, after marriage, or the fears, and anxiety we now 
have about sex. Sincere and intensive research in the area of human sexual 
behavior may be able to help us. 
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